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REPORT

LIMITATIONS OF REPORT

In preparing this IEA report, RPS has assessed all activities appropriate and necessary to evaluate the
environmental status of the site and operations undertaken within the audit period. RPS has addressed all
technical matters which might reasonably be considered to be relevant to such an assessment conducted to
standards which apply in NSW. Based on observations of the site, interviews with appropriate staff and a
review of available documentation, it is RPS’s opinion that the potential critical environmental issues
associated with the site and operations are those discussed in this report. However, RPS can only advise on
the basis of the information available to them and therefore cannot dismiss absolutely the possibility that
parts of the site, or adjacent properties, may give rise to additional issues. The conclusions presented in this
report are professional opinions based solely upon RPS’s visual observations of the site and the immediate
site vicinity, and review of available documentation, interviews and conversations with personnel
knowledgeable about the site and other available information, as referenced in this report. These
conclusions are intended exclusively for the purposes stated herein, at the site listed, and for the project
indicated.

Opinions presented in this report apply to the site’s conditions and features as they existed at the time of
RPS’ site inspections on 12 — 13 December 2023, and those areas accessible. They necessarily cannot
apply to conditions and features which RPS is unaware of and has not had the opportunity to evaluate.

This report does not, and does not purport to, give legal advice on the actual or potential environmental
liabilities of any individual or organisation, or to draw conclusions as to whether any circumstances constitute
a breach of relevant legislation.
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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND

RPS AAP Consulting (RPS) was commissioned by Yancoal Australia Pty Ltd (Yancoal) to conduct an
Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) of the Stratford Extension Project (Stratford). This IEA includes an
assessment of compliance against Development Consent SSD-4966 and is the third IEA required.

State Significant Development (SSD) 4966 approves mining operations (the removal, transportation and
emplacement of overburden and extraction, processing, handling and storage and transportation of coal
carried out on the site).

Stratford has been in operation throughout the entirety of the audit period.

This IEA consisted of a desktop review of documentation, interviews with key Yancoal staff and a site
inspection of the workshop, the pit top area, key waste storage areas, rehabilitation areas and the railway.

The general IEA ltinerary is presented in Appendix A.

The auditing period for this IEA is from 2 December 2020 (day after the previous site inspection) to 13
December 2023 (last day of site inspection (the IEA period)).

The IEA was conducted by Dianne Munro (Lead Auditor — Exemplar Global Certified Auditor 107622)
(see Appendix B for the Independent Audit Certification Form) and Jessica Robinson (Audit Assistant) from
RPS.

The audit team also consisted of the following specialists in accordance with SSD-4966 and as per DPE
request and approval (see Appendix E):

e lan Richardson (RPS) — Air Quality Specialist;
e Tara Boreham (RPS) — Ecology Specialist; and
e Dale Redwood (Muller Acoustics) — Noise and Blasting Specialist.

Specialists audited their respective areas as indicated in Appendix C. As each did not attend the site
inspection and as such they also did not attend opening and closing meetings.

The IEA was conducted generally consistent with 1SO 19011 - Guidelines for Auditing Management
Systems’ and the ‘Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements May 2020’ (Audit Guidelines) (DPE,
2020). Risk rankings from the ‘Independent Audit Guideline’ (DPE, 2015) (IEA Guideline 2015) have been
included for identified non-compliances at the request of Yancoal.

Key documents reviewed during the IEA included:

e  SSD-4966 (as modified);

° Environment Impact Statement (EIS), as relevant;

e  Environmental Management Plans (EMP), as listed in Section2.2;
e  Environmental Protection Licence (EPL);

e Key Mining Leases (ML); and

e  Mining Regulation 2016 Schedule 8A (MR).

The field inspection was conducted on 12 December and 13 December 2023 by Dianne Munro and Jessica
Robinson. Observations from the site inspection and site interviews were noted in conjunction with evidence
in Appendix C which includes individual compliance tables for SSD-4966, EPL, MR and ML. Each table
presents each condition and describes evidence in support of the status (shown as compliant, not compliant
or not triggered.

The weather conditions at the time of the inspection at the Taree Airport of Meteorology (BoM) station
(located 59 km to the north-east of Stratford) consisted of east south-easterly winds up to 33 km/h and a
maximum temperature of 27.9°C. 0 millimetres of rainfall occurred during the preceding week.

Opening and closeout meetings held with key Yancoal staff and RPS in attendance which included:

e  Thomas Kirkwood (TK) — Yancoal, Environment and Community Superintendent;

Stratford Coal Mine | 2023 Independent Environmental Audit | 6 August 2024 |
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e John Cullen (JC) — Yancoal, Operations Manager;

e Nathan Vaughan (NV) — Yancoal, Technical Services Superintendent;

° Micheal Bird (MB) — Yancoal, Production Superintendent;

e Leonnie Taylor (LT) — Yancoal, HST Superintendent;

e  William Arnold (WA) — Yancoal, Drill and Blast Superintendent;

° Don Cant (DC) — Yancoal, Maintenance Superintendent;

e  Lauren Whitelaw (LW) - Yancoal, Environment and Community Advisor;
e  Dianne Munro (DM) — RPS, Lead Auditor; and

e Jessica Robinson (JR) — RPS, Audit Assistant.

1.2 FINDINGS OVERVIEW

A high level of compliance was noted in this IEA and issues were well understood by the auditees with
actions largely being taken to address any non-compliances.

No formal enforcement action was taken during the audit period. Actions are being taken to prepare for
closure in relation to key higher risk activities including rehabilitation of reject emplacement areas in
particular, waste management, water management, and rehabilitation in general.

The field inspection revealed that the site was generally well maintained with evidence of water carts in
operation and no visible dust, however noting that little activity was observed to be occurring on site (see
plates in Appendix D).

The laydown area near the Coal Handling and Preparation Plant and the Stratford Fuel Farm requires
ongoing general housekeeping and should be prioritised with general closure in the next audit period. The
main workshop area was noticeably well managed.

In the audit period, site rehabilitation is progressing generally in accordance with supporting documents of
the Development Consent and RMP. The Western co-disposal area needs to remain a focus for
rehabilitation as it is behind its proposed scheduled due to reprocessing of carbonaceous materials in the
area.

Some inconsistencies were noted between the RMP figures and development consent layout, however, are
likely to be considered “generally in accordance with”. Actual progress follows the RMP. Vegetation is of a
high quality and variety. Grasses within both mined rehabilitation areas and offsets areas will require ongoing
planning and management to ensure strong establishment of tree and understory.

Potentially Acid Forming (PAF) is being monitored and managed, largely from the previously mined Stratford
East Pit including the construction of a clay lined cell to hold PAF material to ensure that in-pit PAF material
is stored appropriately below the predicted post-mining groundwater table and is non-polluting.

Ongoing management of PAF during rehabilitation continues to be a focus for the operation, however risks
appear to be understood with relevant specialists employed to advise going forward (see Appendix C for
detailed review of assessment, sampling sheet examples, survey level databases, cell
specifications/construction standard, information sheets and other procedure/standards). Recommendations
in Table 5 include implementation of continual and close monitoring of PAF and that waste at the pit top
requires additional housekeeping.

There were no exceedances in relation to air quality, noise and blasting during the audit period. There were
minor non-compliances due to the temporary failure of an air quality monitoring unit, inadequate total data
capture from a single TEOM monitor and the absence of noise monitoring results in the Real-time Noise
Management Response Register 2022. All were reported to relevant regulators.

Spill kits, segregated waste bins and skips were readily available, managed and documented.

As operations have reduced at Stratford, the number of complaints received in the audit period was reducing
to low. A decline in operations at the Stratford Coal Mine has also resulted in a decline in complaints. 10
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complaints were received in 2020, 19 complaints were received in 2021, only three complaints (from two
complainants) 2022 and 0 complaints in 2023.

Three incidents occurred in the audit period. In 2021, an uncontrolled discharge of mine related water
occurred from dams SD12, SD16 and SD17 reported to Avondale Creek and a breach of the Roseville Link
Haul Road culvert crossed over the Avondale Creek. In 2022, an uncontrolled discharge occurred from SD16
reported offsite. All incidents were a result of significant rainfall events, followed procedure and were
reported to the EPA. No follow up reports were requested for the incidents (refer to Schedule 3, Condition 27
in Appendix C for further detail).

As the site moves to closure in the next audit periods, Yancoal will continue to plan and document Closure
Plans for implementation as discussed verbally at this IEA. No documentation in this regard was viewed
during this IEA.

Site record keeping in the form of registers and corrective actions, along with environmental systems were
very good. Management plans are contemporary and were reviewed in the audit period.

At the time of the audit, Stratford Coal staff were aware of most of the identified non-compliances against
Development Consent conditions, licences and approvals and were actively working to address a number of
the issues identified in this IEA. This audit has concluded that a high standard of environmental management
is generally being applied in Stratford Coal Mine Operations.

1.3 ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE

A review of the Stratford Extension Project 2012 EIS predictions were assessed to determine the
environmental performance of Stratford Mining Complex during the audit period. Impacts for all
environmental impact areas were generally consistent with EIS predictions (where they were available).

For further detail on environmental performance, refer to Appendix C.

1.3.1 Noise and Blasting

The 2012 EIS describes noise and blasting at Section 4.6. Noise was modelled up to Year 10 where in the
daytime, operational noise was predicted to exceed the relevant criteria at two privately-owned receivers
subject to a landholder agreement. Predicted mine contributed noise emissions were consistent with
measured values for all locations. Results of noise monitoring has shown mine contribution to be generally
inaudible during the audit period.

The blasting predictions indicate that blasting emissions would generally comply with airblast criteria of
115 dBL and ground vibration of 5 mm/s at nearby private receivers. During the audit period, predicted blast
emissions were generally consistent with measured values.

No exceedances of noise and blast criteria occurred during the audit period.

1.3.2 Air Quality

The 2012 EIS assesses air quality at Section 4.7. Air quality was modelled up to Year 10 and included PMo,
PMzs5 TSP concentrations and dust deposition.

Results of monitoring for were with EIS predictions during the audit period as no exceedances of air quality
criteria occurred during the audit period.

1.3.3 Surface Water

Actual surface water impacts (including in relation to local streams and mine water) were generally
consistent with the 2012 EIS predictions at Section 4.5 as stipulated in Section 7.3 of Annual Reviews.

The 2012 EIS stated:

e  The Project would result in changes to flows in local creeks due to the progressive extension of the
open cut mining operations and associated subsequent capture and re-use of drainage from operational
catchment areas.

Stratford Coal Mine | 2023 Independent Environmental Audit | 6 August 2024 |
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e  The surface water flow regimes in Avondale Creek and Dog Trap Creek, and consequently downstream
on the Avon River, would be affected by changes in catchment area as a result of runoff capture in
disturbance areas over the life of the Project.

e  The surface water flow regimes in Avondale Creek and Dog Trap Creek, and consequently downstream
on the Avon River, would be affected by changes in catchment area as a result of runoff capture in
disturbance areas over the life of the Project.

e  The reduction in average flow in the creeks is likely to be proportional to the reduction in catchment
area, however compared to the existing/approved total catchment area excised by the Stratford Mining
Complex, the Project is not expected to result in a measurable change to downstream flows in Avondale
Creek, Dog Trap Creek or the Avon River. No direct measurement in this regard is required in the WMP
or EIS. However, the WMP commits to ensuring that active disturbed areas are minimised during
operations. No direct impacts to Dog Trap creek or the Avon River have occurred during the audit
period.

e Therisk of a contained water overflow (i.e. spill) from the Project was evaluated as part of the site water
balance and there were no spills simulated during the 123 climatic realisations simulated. Subject to
adherence with the operational protocols (including storage of water in active mine pits if required) and
other assumptions inherent in the water balance modelling, there is a very low risk of spill occurring
from the contained water storages over the life of the Project life to Avondale Creek. No spill has
occurred in the audit period due to overflow with voids utilised as key storages.

e As described in Section 2.12.4, irrigation would only occur on rehabilitated or topsoiled areas from
which runoff reports to contained water storages or open pits. No irrigation occurred within the audit
period.

1.3.4 Groundwater

The 2012 EIS assesses groundwater at Section 4.4 predicts a negligible change on groundwater quality as a
result of mining.

Groundwater is described in Section 7.4 in Annual reviews. Groundwater monitoring data during the audit
period demonstrates no significant or measurable change in water table level or groundwater quality that
could be attributed to mining activities.

No trigger levels or exceedance of performance measures were identified during the audit period.

1.3.5 Rehabilitation

Stratford Mining Complex has continued to develop the detailed final landform designs generally consistent
with the rehabilitation strategy present in the EIS as well as the rehabilitation objectives in the Development
Consent.

Appendix 8 of SSD-4966 shows the biodiversity offsets areas figure for the project including rehabilitation.

It was reviewed against Figure 2-1 in Stratford Extension Project EIS and Plan 1 of RMP. The actual layout
(location of pits, rehabilitation and disturbance) is generally consistent between the approved layout and
RMP documentation.

Ecological monitoring for revegetation areas are conducted by CSIROs Landscape Function Analysis (LFA)
Procedures for monitoring and assessing landscapes, with special references to mine sites and rangelands
(Tongaway and Hindley 2004) which are best practice guidelines for rehabilitation monitoring. Furthermore,
analogue or reference sites have been used to determine the composition, structure and function of the
desired rehabilitation outcome and alter methods where required. Various recommendations have been
made in the last two annual inspections with progress made on each with results appropriately reported in
the Annual Reviews. Significant detail is provided in Appendix C, Condition 53. Rehabilitation progress is
also shown in Plates 1, 6 and 21-25 in Appendix D. Appropriately no hazard reduction burning is proposed
in offset revegetation areas for 5 years to allow tubestock to establish.

Biodiversity diversity in rehabilitation is monitored by external consultants whom have stated that all
rehabilitation quadrats have increased in species diversity since 2019 (with one exception Q5 which has
maintained species diversity). Six of seven quadrats displayed an increase or maintenance of species
diversity and as such overall riparian habitat has been enhanced. Management of exotic grasses is
recommended.

Stratford Coal Mine | 2023 Independent Environmental Audit | 6 August 2024 |
rpsgroup.com Page 5



REPORT

Rehabilitation outcomes observed at BRN could be observed to be best practice outcomes from detail
provided in SMC Mine Complex 2023 Rehabilitation Planting Program. Of note, the vegetation structure
showed that three rehabilitation areas were continuing to develop and grow with distinct overstorey,
midstorey and shrub strata.

1.4  ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE AUDIT PERIOD

Stratford was in operations the entirety of the IEA period (2 December 2020 — 13 December 2023). Activities
pertaining to the audit period include:

e The Avon North Pit is the only pit currently in operation. Roseville West Pit, Stratford East Pit and
Bowen’s Road North Pit were in operations briefly in the commencement of the audit period. Coal
operations require the utilisation of one large excavator, one small excavator and up to eight trucks.
There is an intention to mine coal at the Avon North Pit until Q3 2024;

e The Old Main Pit contained approximately 15 gigalitres of water and acted as the main water storage
area for site during the entirety of the audit period. Roseville West Pit was dewatered in the audit period.

e The Bowen’s Road North (BRN) Pit and Roseville West Pit were in the process of backfilling;
e The railway loop for all export trains was operational during the entirety of the audit period;

e  The Stratford East Pit opened for mining in 2020 and was mined for approximately two years. Post-
mining, Stratford undertook management of Potential Acid Forming (PAF) rock. A clay lined PAF cell
was constructed to hold PAF material during the audit period.

e  Management areas of focus during the period included water management and sediment dams. This
included utilising the pumps located on sediment dams on Avondale Creek and installing portable level
readers (FarmBots) to measure water level at Sed Dam 14 and Sed Dam 19;

e  Approximately two coal export trains left from Stratford per week; and

e  Biodiversity enhancement measures have focused primarily on undertaking nest box programs and
monitoring and include general land management, weed and pest control methods.

1.5 REPORT STRUCTURE

This IEA report is generally structured as follows:

e Section 1 provides an introduction, describes the requirement for the IEA, activities conducted during
the audit period and provides a guide to the structure;

e  Section 2 provides a description and layout of the site and a summary of environmental approvals and
management documents;

e  Section 3 outlines the requirements for this IEA, where each has been addressed and details regulatory
consultation;

e  Section 4 lists any non-compliances identified; and

e  Section 5 provides a list of recommendations for any identified non-compliances and continuous
improvement and the status of previous audit recommendations.
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2 SITE DESCRIPTION
2.1 DEVELOPMENT CONSENT

SSD-4966 for Stratford Extension Project allows the development described in the ‘Stratford Extension
Project Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (Stratford Coal, 2012) as follows;

e  The continuation and extension of operations, allowing an additional 11 years of mining and up to 2.6
million tonnes per annum;

e Up to 250 on site personnel;

e  The extension of mining into three new open cut mining areas (Roseville West Pit Extension, Avon
North Open Cut and Stratford East Open Cut;

e  The continuation of mining in the Bowen’s Road North Open Cut (BRNOC) in the first year of the
Project;

e  Recovery of CHPP rejects from the western co-disposal area;
e  Progressive backfilling of mine voids with waste rock behind advancing open cut mining operations;
e  Exploration activities;

e Continued and expanded placement of waste road in the Stratford Waste Emplacement and Northern
Waste Emplacement;

e  Progressive development of new haul roads and internal roads;
e  Coal processing and the existing CHPP;
e  Stockpiling and loading of product coal by trains for transport on the North Coast Railway to Newcastle;

e Disposal of CHPP rejects via pipeline to the existing co-disposal area in the Stratford Main Pit and, later
in the Project, the Avon North Open Cut void;

e Realignment of a 132 kilovolt power line for the Stratford East Open Cut;
e Continued use to existing water management equipment and structures;

e  Development of soil stockpiles, laydown areas and gravel/borrow including modifications and alterations
to existing infrastructure as required;

° Monitoring and rehabilitation;
e All activities approved under DA 23-98/99 and DA 39-02-01; and

e  Other associated minor infrastructure, plant, equipment and activities, including minor modifications and
alterations to existing.

SSD-4966 has been modified on one occasion as follows:
° MOD 1 — Refused; and

e MOD 2 - Stratford Extension Project (Mod 2) dated 13 January 2020 which facilitates a public authority
to access water at the Stratford Coal Mine.

Figure 1 shows the general layout of Stratford as approved in SSD-4966.
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2.2 MANAGEMENT PLANS, PROGRAMS AND STRATEGIES

SSD-4966 requires the preparation of a series of management plans. All currently approved management
plans for the construction and operation (as relevant) phases were reviewed during this IEA, including the:

e 'Environment Management Strategy’ (approved January 2022);
e ‘Air Quality Management Plan’ (approved January 2022);

e  ‘Biodiversity Management Plan’ (approved February 2023);

e  ‘Blast Management Plan’ (approved January 2022);

e  ‘Heritage Management Plan’ (approved January 2023);

e ‘Noise Management Plan’ (approved October 2022);

e  ‘Pollution Incident Response Management Plan’ (updated October 2022);
e ‘Rehabilitation Management Plan’ (updated October 2023);

e  ‘Squirrel Glider Management Plan’ (approved July 2023); and
o ‘Water Management Plan’ (approved October 2021);

All plans have been revised in the audit period.

Management plans, programs and strategies for Stratford Mining Complex are generally adequate and
effective in mitigating environmental impacts. Few recommendations were made as the mine enters closure
phase and considering all were reviewed and approved by relevant regulators in the audit period.

2.21 Environmental Management Strategy

The Environmental Management Strategy dated January 2022 was reviewed as part of this audit. No
recommendations have been provided (refer to Appendix C).

2.2.2 Air Quality Management Plan
The Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan dated January 2022 was reviewed by air quality
specialist lan Richardson as part of this audit. Two non-compliances were recorded in relation to insufficient

air quality monitoring (refer to Table 3). One recommendation has been provided (refer to Table 5 and
Appendix C).

2.2.3 Blast Management Plan

The Blast Management Plan dated January 2022 was reviewed by noise and blasting specialist Dale
Redwood as part of this audit. No recommendations have been provided during this audit period (refer to
Appendix C).

2.2.4 Heritage Management Plan

The Heritage Management Plan dated January 2023 was reviewed as part of this audit. No
recommendations have been provided (refer to Appendix C).

2.2.5 Noise Management Plan
The Noise Management Plan dated October 2022 was reviewed by noise and blasting specialist Dale

Redwood as part of this audit. Two recommendations were provided in this audit to incorporate into the next
revision of the management plan (refer to Table 5 and Appendix C).
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2.2.6 Pollution Incident Response Management Plan

The Pollution Incident Response Management Plan dated October 2022 was reviewed as part of this audit.
No recommendations have been provided (refer to Appendix C).

2.2.7 Rehabilitation Management Plan

The Rehabilitation Management Plan dated October 2023 was reviewed as part of this audit. This was
recently approved by relevant regulators and updated to new format and content. No recommendations have
been provided (refer to Appendix C).

2.2.8 Water Management Plan

The Water Management Plan dated October 2021 was reviewed as part of this audit. One recommendation
has been provided (refer to Table 5 and Appendix C).

2.2.8.1 Surface Water Management Plan

The Surface Water Management Plan date June 2021 was reviewed as part of this audit. Three surface
water exceedances occurred in the audit period (refer to Table 4 and Appendix C).

2.2.8.2 Groundwater Management Plan

The Groundwater Management Plan dated June 2021 was reviewed as part of this audit. Groundwater is
reported on in Section 7.4 in Annual Reviews. No trigger levels or exceedance of performance measures
were identified during the audit period.

2.2.9 Biodiversity and Squirrel Glider Management Plans

The Biodiversity Management Plan dated February 2023 was reviewed by ecology specialist Tara Boreham
as part of this audit. Two recommendations have been provided (refer to Table 5 and Appendix C).

Existing vegetation is to be enhanced and additional vegetation to be established, including Cabbage Gum
open forest within the Avondale Creek riparian area in accordance with Schedule 3 Condition 30. This
condition is addressed in Section 5.3 of the SMC Biodiversity Management Plan and is monitored as
management zone A3 by Wedgetail Project Consulting. A total of two analogue quadrats (no active
revegetation) and five rehabilitation quadrats were monitored in this zone. All rehabilitation quadrats have
increased in species diversity since 2019, with the exception of quadrat Q5, which has maintained species
diversity. Within analogue quadrat Q15, species diversity has increased, whilst in Q6 it has decreased. As six
of seven quadrats displayed an increase or maintenance of species diversity, the adequate implementation
of the Biodiversity Management Plan as per Schedule 3, Condition 30 has been met, as overall riparian
habitat has been enhanced.

Management of exotic grasses is recommended to control and reduce smothering of native species
regrowth, particularly within Q6.

The Squirrel Glider Management Plan dated July 2023 was reviewed as part of this audit. No
recommendations have been provided (refer to Appendix C).

Verification of the implementation of the Biodiversity Management Plan, Squirrel Glider Management Plan
and Rehabilitation Management Plan was conducted through desktop review. This included the review of
monitoring reports provided by consultant carrying out the works on behalf of Stratford. Documents that were
reviewed and their summary is provided in Table 1.
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Table 1

Document

Stratford Mine
Complex 2022
Rehabilitation Planting
Program (Wedgetail
Project Consulting
2024):

Biodiversity Documents Reviewed

Summary of findings Applicable

management plan

Provides details and photographic evidence of 2022 revegetation SMC Rehabilitation
efforts within two SMC Biodiversity Enhancement and Offsets and Amendment Plan 2023
Rehabilitation Areas: SMC Biodiversity

e Bowens Road North Management Plan 2023

e Roseville Waste Emplacement

Plants were installed in November and December 2022. A total of
4,858 plants were installed, consisting of 2033 canopy plants of
seven different species and 2825 midstorey and shrub plants
consisting of nine species selected to replant Spotted Gum - Grey
Ironbark Community across these areas.

Stratford Mining
Complex

2022 Biodiversity
Offsets Strategy Flora
Monitoring Report
(Wedgetail Project
Consulting 2023)

SMC Rehabilitation
Amendment Plan 2023

SMC Biodiversity
Management Plan 2023

Provides the 2022 monitoring results of vegetation monitoring
within the Biodiversity Enhancement Area (BEA) and Biodiversity
Offset Area (BOA) in accordance with Section 7 of the BMP.

A total of 18 20x20m permanent monitoring quadrats are
monitored within:

e Four Biodiversity Offset Areas
e One Biodiversity Enhancement Area.

The monitoring report provides monitoring data from each quadrat
from years 2019 to 2022 detailing species cover and richness off:

o Natives

e Exotics

e Grass and Grasslike
o Tree

e Forbs

e Fern

e Other.

The monitoring report also stipulates the revegetation dates,
weed works and recommendations. The report states that the
revegetation program to date has been successful with six of the
11 installation quadrats recording survival that, when extrapolated
to stems per hectare, equates to densities that have achieved
targets.

Stratford Coal Mine:
Fauna Surveys of the
Offset, Biodiversity
Enhancement and
Rehabilitation Areas,
Spring 2022 (ambs
2023)

This report details of the methods and results of the fauna
monitoring program undertaken in the Stratford Offset Areas,
Stratford Biodiversity Enhancement Areas and Stratford
Rehabilitation Areas. Across the monitoring sites survey
techniques including pitfall traps, funnel traps, Elliott A traps, harp
traps, ultrasonic call recording, spotlighting, diurnal bird surveys
and reptile searches are carried out. Frog surveys are also carried
out at suitable locations. Results detected 166 fauna species, of
which 16 are threatened or migratory under the BC Act and/or
EPBC Act. The fauna surveys confirm that the Stratford Offset,
Biodiversity Enhancement and Rehabilitation areas provide
foraging and breeding habitat for a range of native vertebrate
fauna, including birds, mammals, reptiles, and frogs.

Of note, the Squirrel Glider continues to persist, being recorded
in five locations in the Offset Area and Biodiversity Enhancement
Area and the New Holland Mouse persists in the Biodiversity
Enhancement area.

SMC Biodiversity
Management Plan 2023

SMC Squirrel Glider
Management Plan 2023

Stratford Mining
Complex

Annual Biodiversity
Report 2022

(Yancoal 2022)

SMC Rehabilitation
Amendment Plan 2023

SMC Biodiversity
Management Plan 2023

SMC Squirrel Glider
Management Plan 2023

This report summarises the aforementioned findings into a
succinct report, and compares the results to the performance
measures and completion criteria.
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Figure 1 — Stratford Extension Project Layout
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3
3.1

IEA REQUIREMENTS
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT

This IEA and subsequent report has been compiled pursuant to DA SSD-4966 (as modified) and the
DPE Audit Guidelines (DPE, 2020) (discussed in Section3.2).

Requirements for independent auditing under Schedule 5, Conditions 9 and 10 of SSD-4966 (as modified)

and are listed in Table 2 which also lists where each is addressed in this document.
Table 2

SSD-4966 Independent Environmental Audit Requirements

Description Where Addressed

SSD-4966 Schedule 5 Condition 9 and 10

9. Prior to 31 December 2015, and every 3 years thereafter, unless the Secretary directs This IEA
otherwise, the Applicant shall commission and pay the full cost of an Independent
Environmental Audit of the development. This audit must:
a) be conducted by suitably qualified, experienced, and independent expert/s whose Section 1.1
appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary; Appendix B
Appendix C
b) include consultation with the relevant agencies; Section 3.3
Appendix E.
c) assess the environmental performance of the development and assess whether it is Section 1.2
complying with the requirements in this consent, and any other relevant approvals, Sectlon_2.2
relevant EPL/s and/or Mining Lease/s (including any assessment, plan or program Appendix C.
required under these approvals);
d) review the adequacy of any approved strategy, plan or program required under the Section 4
abovementioned approvals; and Appendix C
e) recommend measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the Section 5
development, and/or any strategy, plan or program required under these approvals. Appendix C
Note: This audit team must be led by a suitably qualified auditor, and include experts in Section 1.1
noise, blasting, air quality, ecology, and any other fields specified by the Secretary. Appendix C

10. Within 3 months of commissioning this audit, or as otherwise agreed by the Secretary,

the Applicant shall submit a copy of the audit report to the Secretary, together with its
response to any recommendations contained in the audit report.

Yancoal

Responsibility of

3.2

AUDIT GUIDELINES

This IEA report has been prepared in accordance with the Audit Guidelines (DPE, 2020). Appendix F lists
key requirements and sections of the Audit Guidelines and indicates where each is addressed in this report.

3.3

AGENCY CONSULTATION

The following agencies were approached directly by RPS in November 2023 for input as part of the scoping
phase of this IEA (see Appendix E):

Department of Planning and Environment (DPE);
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA);
Midcoast Council;

Resources Regulator; and
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e  Stratford Coal Community Consultative Committee (CCC).

Where specific issues were raised during consultation, these are listed in Table 3 along with a section on
where each has been addressed in this IEA report.

Table 3 Agency Requirements

Regulator Date Feedback Addressed
Department of  10/12/2023 DPE requests that the independent environmental audit Section 1.2

Planning and consider the following issues — Appendix C
Environment e Storage and management of residual wastes on site,

(DPE) including but not limited to potentially acid forming material.

e Management of incidents including internal reporting as well
as notification to relevant agencies, in accordance with the
approved EMS.

Environmental Request for No feedback received. N/A

Protection engagement email

Agency (EPA)  sent 22/11/2023.

MidCoast Request for No feedback received. N/A

Council engagement email

sent 22/11/2023.

Resources 5/12/2023 Thank you for your email dated 27 November 2023 requesting  Appendix C

Regulator consultation on the independent environmental audit to be consistent
undertaken of the Stratford Coal Mine which is covered by the  with previous
following mining leases: audit

e ML1360 (1992)
e ML1538 (1992)
e ML1409 (1992)
e ML1577 (1992)
o ML1447 (1992)
e ML1733 (1992)

e ML1521 (1992)

e ML1787 (1992)

e ML1528 (1992)

The independent environmental audit is required to assess
compliance against the relevant environmental management
conditions of the mining leases up to 1 July 2022, including the
mining operations plan.

From 2 July 2022, the independent environmental audit should
provide an assessment of compliance with the requirements of
Schedule 8A Standard conditions of mining leases, Part 2
Standard conditions, as set out in the Mining Regulation 2016. It
is noted that the 9 mining leases that comprise the Stratford
Coal Mine have been approved by the Regulator to be treated
as a single lease for the purposes of Part 2 of Schedule 8A.

The audit should note observations where rehabilitation
procedures, practices and outcomes represent best industry
practice.

It would be appreciated if a copy of the final audit report could
be sent to the Regulator at nswresourcesregulator@service-
now.com upon completion of the audit.

Stratford Coal  04/12/2023 | confirm the information regarding the IEA was sent to the CCC N/A
Community and raised at their meeting of 23rd November 2023. Comment
Consultative was invited and requested by today’s date. As no issues were
Committee raised at the meeting, nor have | received any advice to the
(CCC) contrary, | can conclude there are no major concerns within the
Committee on the mine’s operations within the scope of the
audit.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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4 NON-COMPLIANCES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A summary of the 13 non-compliances against each condition of SSD-4966, EPL5161, Mining Regulation
2016 Schedule 8A and Mining Lease 1787 (consistent with previous IEA) is provided in Table 4.
Recommendations arising from the non-compliances are also included where required.

Appendix C provides a complete tabulated list of conditions of SSD-4966, EPL5161, Mining Regulation
2016 Schedule 8A and Mining Lease 1787 with the compliance status, comments and evidence provided

against each.

Table 4 Stratford IEA Identified Non-Compliances

Ref Non-Compliance

SSD-4966 Real-time Noise Management Response Register has not been updated on website, with entries for

Schedule 3, October, November and December excluded. Recommended that the website be updated.

Condition 8

SSD-4966 Less than required PM10 monitoring undertaken at HVAS unit-Point 13.

Schedule 3, Monitoring unit failed to operate on a single prescribed day resulting in less than required samples.

Condition 23  The monitor has continued to function after this occurrence and therefore no further actions are

required.

SSD-4966 Craven TEOM in February, March and June resulted in a total PM10 data capture rate of 88.65% and a

Schedule 3, total PM2.5 data capture rate of 88.62%. Outages occurred due to maintenance, power loss and

Condition 23 equipment failures.

Yancoal advises that reliability of data capture was enhanced after this incident through the overhaul of
monitor to improve reliability, replacement of major TEOM components and cooling system and critical
spares held in house to reduce risk exposure to supply chain issues.

SSD-4966 An uncontrolled discharge of mine related water from dams SD12, SD16 and SD17 reported to

Schedule 3, Avondale Creek on 20 March 2021 due to a heavy rainfall event. Water quality sampling was

Condition 27 undertaken at the time of the spill and the incident reported to regulators as required.

EPL5161 No follow up report was requested and no further action is required.

L1.1

SSD-4966 Breach of the Roseville Link Haul Road culvert crossing over Avondale Creek at the SMC, which

Schedule 3,  occurred on 20 March 2021 during a significant rainfall event. Reported in accordance with SSD- 4966

Condition 27~ @nd PIRMP.

SSD-4966 Uncontrolled discharge of water from SMC sediment dam SD16 reporting offsite, which occurred on

Schedule 3, Tuesday 8 March 2022 as a result of a significant rainfall event exceeding design capacity. Submitted

Condition 27 incident report to EPA and DPE.

No further requirements or report was requested and therefore no further action is required.

SSD-4966 21 Dec 2020: Rainwater runoff in the construction area for the Stratford East temporary clean water

Schedule 3, drain breached the containment bund discharging to a clean water area. The temporary clean water

Condition 32 drain construction was in accordance with the approved clearing permit and the erosion and sediment

control plan. No follow up was requested and no further action is required.

SSD-4966 30 Dec 2020: Rainwater runoff in the construction area for the Stratford East temporary clean water

Schedule 3, drain breached the containment bund discharging to a clean water area. Sump improvement and

Condition 32 pumping continued during the night to reduce the water level and allow greater water capture. No

follow up was requested and no further action is required.

SSD-4966 e All current statutory approvals are required to be made available on the website. Draft EPL was

Schedule 5, viewed on website. Recommended that the final version of the EPL is uploaded.

Condition 11 e The last five annual reviews are required to be available on the website. The last four annual
reviews (2019 — 2022) are uploaded on the Stratford website. Recommend ensuring the latest five
annual reviews are uploaded onto website.

EPL5161 2021 Annual noise testing program of mobile equipment not undertaken as per O6.2 Noise Operating

06.12 Conditions. No adverse effects would be anticipated resulting from the non-compliance. The annual

sound power testing program is scheduled to be undertaken during October 2021. Annual sound power
testing must be undertaken yearly whilst operations occurring, unless condition varied.

EPL5161 Less than required PM10 monitoring undertaken as per EPL 5161 - M2.2 Air Monitoring Requirements

M2.2 at HVAS unit - Point 13. Monitoring unit failed to operate on a single prescribed day resulting in less

than required samples being obtained. No adverse effects occurred from the non-compliance.
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Ref Non-Compliance

Contracting company conducted HVAS operation refresher training with contractor field staff and data
management staff.

No further actions required.

EPL5161 Oil and grease values could not be found in the EPL data spreadsheet for Points 33, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39,
M2.3 42 and 43.
Recommend updating to include in one location and/or provide alternate location.
EPL5161 Blast monitoring is available to the EPA via the website and within annual reports. However, blast
R1.9 reports were not specifically provided with each annual return.

Recommend that blast reports are sent with Annual Returns.
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5 CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 This IEA

Table 5 includes a consolidated list of continuous improvement recommendations from this IEA. These are
recommendations for consideration only and are not mandatory.

Table 5 IEA Recommendations

Ref Recommendation

SSD-4966 Yancoal advises that meteorological stations are no longer referenced in Approved Methods for

Schedule 3, Sampling of Air Pollutants in NSW guideline and have been replaced by noise policy for industry

Condition 24 (2017) and AS 3580.14-2011: Methods for sampling and analysis of ambient air, Meteorological
monitoring for ambient air quality monitoring applications (which the site operates in accordance
with).

Recommend AQMP updated at next review to clarify this to ensure relevant regulators support
this approach.

SSD-4966 The relocated dirty water pipeline across the Avondale Creek’s risk assessment be reconsidered

Schedule 3, and mitigation implemented as required.

Condition 27 Recommend that disassembled culvert be removed from the area.

SSD-4966 All plots in 2022 monitoring by WPC show a proliferation of exotic grasses, which may require

Schedule 3, management to ensure native species are not smothered.

Condition 30 Of concern reference Q6 has decreased in native species diversity by half since 2019 and
increased in exotic species diversity. Weed control works have been recommended for this
management zone and are integral to prevent further degradation.

Management of exotic grasses is recommended to control and reduce smothering of native
species regrowth, particularly within Q6.

Investigation with relevant specialists on alternative management methods (e.g. grazing, with
appropriate approvals and/or updated management plans).

SSD-4966 Details of each management area and vegetation community are provided within a table, in a

Schedule 3, similar manner to the Duralie Biodiversity Management Plan 2022 at next review.

Condition 33 Cattle grazing to control grasses is not current permitted in offset areas in accordance with the
BMP. Consider whether a justified amendment request to state and federal regulators should be
made to facilitate cattle grazing as a weed control measure.

SSD-4966 Recommend to review the bond in parallel with Duralie bond every 3 years and lodge with

Schedule 3, DPE.

Condition 40

SSD-4966 Viewed Site Induction Script v2 and did not see heritage information.

Schedule 3, Recommend updated to include key training to ensure awareness prior to closure works

Condition 43 commencing.

Update PADs to polygons before closure to ensure extents know and disturbance avoided.

SSD-4966 Site inspection revealed some residual coal adjacent the rail loader which requires investigation

Schedule 3, and confirmation that associated runoff remains on site. Manage to prevent further residual coal

Condition 52 residing on site from the railway.

Waste management requires additional housekeeping at the pit top.

SSD-4966 Continue detailed and early closure planning work in consultation with relevant regulators.

Schedule 3,

Condition 55

EPL5161 Licence holder to consider whether a licence variation to reduce the scale of the activities is

A1.1 appropriate.

EPL5161 No table with utilisation areas in this EPL. Consider if this condition can be removed at next

P1.2 variation.

EPL5161 e At next update to NMP include details on the utilisation of Class 1 or Class 2 noise monitoring

L4.5 equipment, as defined by AS IEC61672.1-2004 and AS IEC61672.2-2004, or other noise

monitoring equipment accepted by the EPA for determining noise production levels.
e Any future noise monitoring reports confirm this detail.
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Ref Recommendation

EPL5161 Update Water Management Plan with the relevant requirements of the new EPL5161 conditions as
05.8 at 15 September 2023.

EPL5161 Continue to monitor and manage PAF during closure process as key potential issue.

06.13

5.2 Previous IEA Recommendations

The status of the previous audit recommendations were considered in this IEA. Table 6 includes
recommendations made within the previous 2020 IEA Report (Barnett & May) and the status of each.

Table 6

Cond no.

Requirement/Condition

2020 Previous Audit Recommendations and 2023 Status

2020 Audit

2023 Status

Recommendation

2020 Non-Compliance Recommendations

Schedule 3,  The Applicant shall:(d) operate  Ensure that the blast Viewed Stratford Coal website on 2
Condition 14  a suitable system to enable the hotline information is up to February 2024. The Blast Information

public to get up-to-date date at all times. hotline is currently available on the

information on the proposed Stratford Coal website.

blasting Schedule on site, to the Complete.

satisfaction of the Secretary.
Schedule 3, Unless an EPL authorises Ensure that all surface Viewed Diversion Drain post-rainfall
Condition 27  otherwise, the Applicant shall water controls are inspections dated 3 March 2022 and 29

comply with Section 120 of the  inspected before, during March 2022.

POEO Act and after forecast (heavy) Complete.

rainfall events.

Schedule 3, From the commencement of Continue discussions with  See response in Appendix C. Payments
Condition 46  mining operations in the new Council in relation to have been provided for The Buckett’s

mining areas until their payments for Road Way annually during the audit period.

cessation, unless otherwise maintenance on Bucketts  Complete.

agreed by the Secretary, the Way or seek agreement

Applicant shall pay GSC and with Council and DPIE for

GLC annual contributions for removal of this Condition.

the maintenance and resealing

of The Bucketts Way in

accordance with the terms in

Appendix 4.
Schedule 3, From the commencement of Continue discussions with  See response in Appendix C. Payments
Condition 47  mining operations in the new Council in relation to have been provided for Wenham Cox

mining areas until their payments for Road Road annually during the audit period.

cessation, unless otherwise maintenance on Wenham  Complete.

agreed by the Secretary, the Cox Road or seek

Applicant shall pay GSC and agreement with Council

GLC annual contributions for and DPIE for removal of

the maintenance and resealing this Condition.

of The Bucketts Way in

accordance with the terms in

Appendix 4.
Schedule 3,  The Applicant shall: Develop and implementa Viewed Waste Management and
Condition (a) implement all reasonable waste minimisation Minimisation Strategy November 2021.
52(a) and feasible measures to strategy, covering in Complete.

minimise the waste (including ~ particular on-site waste

coal reject) generated by the minimisation.

development;
Schedule 3, The Applicant shall: In future Annual Reviews  Viewed 2020, 2021 and 2022 Annual
Condition (C) monitor and report on the report on the Reviews. The 2020 Annual Review
52(c) effectiveness of waste implementation and mentioned recommendation to be

minimisation and management

effectiveness of the waste

implemented in Annual Reviews. 2021
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Cond no.

Requirement/Condition

2020 Audit
Recommendation

2023 Status

measures in the Annual
Review.

minimization strategy.

and 2022 Annual Reviews report on
waste minimisation and performance.

Complete

Schedule 3, The Rehabilitation Management Revise the MOP / Viewed Rehabilitation Management Plan
Condition 55 Plan must: Rehabilitation dated October 2023. The RMP
(d) describe how the Management Plan to discusses the integration between
rehabilitation of the site would  include a section rehabilitation and the biodiversity offset
be integrated with the describing how the strategy.
implementation of the rehabilitation of the site Complete.
biodiversity offset strategy; would be integrated with
the implementation of the
biodiversity offset strategy.
Schedule 5, Annual Review Ensure that future Annual Viewed 2020, 2021 and 2022 Annual
Condition 4(d) (d) identify any trends in the Reviews include (in each  Reviews. The 2020 Annual Review
monitoring data over the life of ~ subsection of Section 6) a mentioned recommendation to be
the development; discussion of trends in implemented in Annual Reviews. Trends
monitoring data over the  have been included throughout the 2021
life of the development. and 2022 Annual Reviews for air quality,
water and noise (although not in every
subsection of Section 6)
Viewed 2021 and 2022 Annual Reviews.
Complete.
Schedule 5, Annual Review Ensure that future Annual Viewed 2020, 2021 and 2022 Annual
Condition 4(e) (e) identify any discrepancies Reviews include (in each  Reviews. The 2020 Annual Review
between the predicted and subsection of Section 6) a mentioned recommendation to be
actual impacts of the discussion of predicted implemented in Annual Reviews.
development, and analyse the ~ and actual environmental ~ Analysis of data trends and comparison
potentia| cause of any impaCtS. with EA predictions is discussed in key
significant discrepancies; and areas in relation to noise, water and air
quality in the 2021 and 2022 Annual
Reviews.
Complete.
Schedule 5, Annual Review The Annual Reviews do Viewed 2020, 2021 and 2022 Annual
Condition 4(f)  (f) describe what measures will not specifically report on Reviews. The 2020 Annual Review
be implemented over the next ~ measures to be taken in mentioned recommendation to be
year to improve the the next year to improve implemented in Annual Reviews. Section
environmental performance of ~ environmental 12 summarises environmental targets to
the development. performance. Note: where be incorporated for the next reporting
no noncompliance's, period in 2021 and 2022 Annual
monitoring exceedances  Reviews.
or incidents have occurred  Complete.
during the relevant
reporting period the
Annual Review could note
that no improvement
initiatives are planned.
Schedule 5, Within 3 months of: Establish a register that See response in Appendix C.

Condition 5(a)

(a) the submission of an annual
review under Condition 4
above; the Applicant shall
review the strategies, plans,
and programs required under
this consent, to the satisfaction
of the Secretary. Where this
review leads to revisions in any
such document, then within 4
weeks of the review the revised
document must be submitted for
the approval of the Secretary.

records the reviews of all
management plans (as
evidence for future audits).
Note: the review of each
plan does not necessarily
result in the revision of
every plan. Where no
changes to a plan are
warranted, the register can
note that the review was
undertaken and no
changes to the plan were
required.

Environmental Management Plans
Revision Register 2020 — 2023 was
sighted at site inspection.

Complete.

Schedule 5,

(b) the submission of an

Establish a register that

See response above.
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2020 Audit
Recommendation

Cond no.

Requirement/Condition

2023 Status

records the reviews of all
management plans (as
evidence for future audit).

Condition 5(b) incident report under Condition
7 below; the Applicant shall
review the strategies, plans,
and programs required under
this consent, to the satisfaction
of the Secretary. Where this
review leads to revisions in any
such document, then within 4
weeks of the review the revised
document must be submitted for
the approval of the Secretary.

Complete.

EPL Non-Compliance Recommendations

L1.1 Except as may be expressly Ensure that all surface Viewed Diversion Drain post-rainfall
provided in any other condition  water controls are inspections dated 3 March 2022 and 29
of this licence, the licensee inspected and maintained March 2022.
must comply with section 120 of before, during and after Complete.
the Protection of the forecast (heavy) rainfall
Environment Operations Act events.
1997.
04.3 The PIRMP must be tested at Ensure that the PIRMP is  See response to 0O4.1 in Appendix C.
least annually or following a tested within one month of Viewed PIRMP testing file note dated
pollution incident. any incident that triggers ~ June 2023.
the implementation of the  Complete.
PIRMP.
M1.2 All records required to be kept ~ Ensure that sampling Viewed EPL spreadsheet on Stratford
by this licence must be: personnel carefully Coal website on 2 February 2024.
a) in a legible form, or in a form complete the sampling Spreadsheet data is legible.
that can readily be reduced to a sheets so that all Complete.
legible form; information required by the
EPL is legible.

M2.2 Air Monitoring Requirements No recommendation Noted. PM10 monitor failed during the
required as the TEOM was audit period for a single day during the
replaced as soon as was  audit period and contracting company
possible to do so. conducted HVAS operation refresher

training with contractor field staff and
data management staff. No further
recommendations.
Complete.
M2.3 Water Monitoring Requirements Ensure that future Viewed CBased environmental
Testing Methods sampling reports and monitoring reports dated April 2022,
records incorporate the February 2023 and November 2023.
EPA sampling point EPL sampling designation points are
designations. located within reports.
Complete.
M6.2 The licensee must notify the Update the website and Viewed Stratford Coal website on 2
public of the complaints line entry signage to ensure February 2024. A statement above the
telephone number and the fact that it is clear that the phone number states that “to make a
that it is a complaints line so community hotline is also  complaint, please contact the
that the impacted community the complaints line. Community Information Hotline”.
knows how to make a Complete.
complaint.
M7.2 All blast shots must be recorded Ensure that drone and Viewed drive of three example blasts at

video camera are checked
prior to all blasts.

on video from a position
allowing the collars of the shot,
and where possible, any face,
and/or toe, to be seen on the
video. The licensee must retain
a copy of this video for at least
12 months after the blast was
initiated.

site inspection.
Complete.
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Cond no. Requirement/Condition 2020 Audit 2023 Status

Recommendation

R2.2 The licensee must provide Ensure that any future One non-compliance in the audit period
written details of the notification written reports to the EPA  with relation to reporting the uncontrolled
to the EPA within 7 days of the  are submitted within the discharge on 8 March 2022. This was

date on which the incident timeframes specified in the reported to the EPA eight days after the
occurred. EPL. incident occurrence.
Complete.

ML1778 Recommendations

ML4 (b) Non-conformance Ensure that notifications to Not triggered during this audit period as
notifications under condition the Department in relation no non-compliances were reported under
4(a) must be provided in the to non-compliances are ML1787.
form specified on the provided in the specified  Complete.

Department’s website within form (from the

seven (7) days of the mining Departments Website).
lease holder becoming aware of

the breach.

ML5 The lease holder must provide  Ensure that all reportable  Not triggered during this audit period as
environmental incident environmental incidents no non-compliances were reported under
notifications and reports to the  are included in the ML1787.

Secretary no later than seven reporting of incidents. Complete.
(7) days after those

environmental incident
notifications and reports are
provided to the relevant
authorities under the Protection
of the Environment Operations
Act 1997.
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Appendix A
Audit ltinerary
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MAKING
COMPLEX
EASY

DURALIE/STRATFORD COAL MINE IEA
12 — 13 DECEMBER 2023

SITE VISIT ITINERARY
Unit 2A, 45 Fitzroy Street
Carrington NSW 2294
T +61 2 4940 4200

Invitees

Name Company Title

Thomas Kirkwood (TK) Yancoal Australia Environment and Community

Superintendent

John Cullen (JC) Yancoal Australia Operations Manager

Lauren Whitelaw (LW) Yancoal Australia Environment and Community Advisor

Dianne Munro (DM) RPS Lead Auditor

Jessica Robinson (JR) RPS Assistant Auditor

Clayton Richards (CR) Minesoils Principal

Site Inspection Schedule

Day 1 — Tuesday 12 December 2023

Time Task Personnel
6:00 — 8:30 am Clayton Rehabilitation Site Inspection for Duralie CR, TK
8:00 — 8:30 am Arrival on Site TK, LW, DM, JR

Visitor induction and set up

8:30 — 9:00 am Opening Meeting All

Introductions (TK)

IEA scope and purpose (DM)
Confidentiality arrangements (DM)
IEA process and timing (DM)

9:00 am —12:00 Compliance Review TK, LW, DM, JR

pm °

Duralie PA 08_023 Individual Conditions Review (incl. Rail
Haulage Audit)
EIS / RMP Consistency

12:00 — 12:30 pm  Lunch Break All

12:30 — 5:00 pm  Compliance Review (cont.) TK, LW, DM, JR

Duralie PA 08_023 Individual Conditions Review (cont.)
Stratford SSD 4966 Individual Conditions Review

RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd. Registered in Australia No.. 97 117 883 173.

rpsgroup.com

Page 1



Agenda

Day 2 — Wednesday 13 December 2023

Time Task Personnel
8:00 —8.15 am Day 2 Overview Meeting TK, LW, DM, JR
e  Confirm arrangements for Day 2
8:15—-10:45am  Site Inspection TK, DM, JR
e  Open cut and waste emplacement
e  Workshop
e  Chemical storage areas
o Waste storage
e  Sewage treatment system
e  Pit top area (general)
e  Wash bay and CHPP
10:45am —1:00  Compliance Review TK, LW, DM, JR
pm e  SSD 4966 Individual Conditions Review (cont.)
e EIS/MOP Consistency
e  Mining Leases
e EPL
e Management Plans review
1:00 — 1.15 pm Lunch Break All
1:15 — 3:00 pm Compliance Review (cont.) TK, LW, DM, JR
3:00 — 3:30 pm Closeout Preparation TK, DM, JR
(TBC) Auditor preparation for Closeout Meeting
3:30 — 4:00 pm Close out Meeting All
(TBC) e  Overview of findings

e  Confirmation of outstanding documents
e  Confirmation IEA completion process

RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd. Registered in Australia No.. 97 117 883 173.
rpsgroup.com Page 2
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6. Appendices

Appendix A — Declaration of Independence Form Template

Declaration of Independence - Auditor

Project Name Duralie/Stratford Extension Projects 2023 Independent Environmental Audit

Consent Number PA 08_2023 and SSD-4966
Description of Project 2023 Independent Environmental Audits for Duralie/Stratford Mining Complex

i Duralie: Stratford:
Project Address DRE" | e Way South, Strout Road NSW 2415 3364 The Bucketts Way, Stratford NSW 2422

Proponent Yancoal Australia Pty Ltd

Date 20 November 2023

| declare that:

i. Iam not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in the
delivery of the project. Such a relationship includes that of employer/employee, a
business partnership, sharing a common employer, a contractual arrangement outside
an Independent Audit, or that of a spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

ii. Ido not have any pecuniary interest in the project, proponent or related entities.Such
an interest includes where there is a reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial

gain (other than being reimbursed for performing the audit) or loss to the auditor, or

their spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

iii. I have not provided services (not including independent reviews or auditing) to the

project with the result that the audit work performed by themselves or their com pany,

except as otherwise declared to the Department prior to the audit;

I am not an Environmental Representative for the project; and
I will not accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit from auditee

organisations, their employees or any interested party, or knowingly allow colleagues

to do so.

Notes:

a) Under section 10.6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 a person must not

include false or misleading information (or provide information for inclusion in) in a report of
monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if the
person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The proponent of an

Independent Audit Compliance Requirements |



nformation in (or provide information for inclusion in) a

rt produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if
the person knows that the information is materially relevant to the monitoring or audit. The
maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, $1 million and for an individual, $250,000; and

b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section
3078 (giving false or misleading information — maximum penalty 2 years imprisonment or 200

penalty units, or both)

approved project must not fail to include i
report of monitoring data or an audit repo

Name of Proposed Auditor Dianne Munro

Signature DA >

'EMS,' 1SO14001:2015 Audit Exemplar Global

Qualification Certified Auditor #107622, Environmental Management, Compliance,

Company RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd




6. Appendices

Appendix A — Declaration of Independence Form Template

Declaration of Independence - Auditor

Project Name Duralie/Stratford Extension Projects 2023 Independent Environmental Audit
Consent Number PA 08 2023 and SSD-4966
Description of Project 2023 Independent Environmental Audits for Duralie/Stratford Mining Complex

i Duralie: Stratford:
Project Address e B uckets Way South, Strout Road NSW 2415 3364 The Bucketts Way, Stratford NSW 2422

Proponent Yancoal Australia Pty Ltd

Date 20 November 2023

| declare that:

i. lam not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in the
delivery of the project. Such a relationship includes that of employer/employee, a
business partnership, sharing a common employer, a contractual arrangement outside
an Independent Audit, or that of a spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

ii. Ido not have any pecuniary interest in the project, proponent or related entities.Such
an interest includes where there is a reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial
gain (other than being reimbursed for performing the audit) or loss to the auditor, or
their spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

iii. I'have not provided services (not including independent reviews or auditing) to the
project with the result that the audit work performed by themselves or their company,
except as otherwise declared to the Department prior to the audit;

iv. 1am not an Environmental Representative for the project; and

v. |will not accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit from auditee
organisations, their employees or any interested party, or knowingly allow colleagues

to do so.

Notes:

a) Under section 10.6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 a person must not
include false or misleading information (or provide information for inclusion in) in a report of
monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if the
person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The proponent of an

Independent Audit Compliance Requirements |



approved project must not fail to include information in (or provide information for inclusion in) a
report of monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if
the person knows that the information is materially relevant to the monitoring or audit. The
maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, $1 million and for an individual, $250,000; and

b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section
3078 (giving false or misleading information — maximum penalty 2 years imprisonment or 200
penalty units, or both)

Name of Proposed Auditor Jessica Robinson
Signature X
Qualification Master of Sustainable Development

Company RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd
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6. Appendices

Appendix A — Declaration of Independence Form Template

Declaration of Independence - Auditor

Project Name Duralie/Stratford Extension Projects 2023 Independent Environmental Audit
Consent Number PA 08_2023 and SSD-4966
Description of Project 2023 Independent Environmental Audits for Duralie/Stratford Mining Complex

i Duralie: Stratford:
Project Address 1164 Bucketts Way South, Strout Road NSW 2415 3364 The Bucketts Way, Stratford NSW 2422

Proponent Yancoal Australia Pty Ltd

Date 20 November 2023

| declare that:

i. lam not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in the
delivery of the project. Such a relationship includes that of employer/employee, a
business partnership, sharing a common employer, a contractual arrangement outside
an Independent Audit, or that of a spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

ii. 1do not have any pecuniary interest in the project, proponent or related entities.Such
an interest includes where there is a reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial
gain (other than being reimbursed for performing the audit) or loss to the auditor, or
their spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

iii. I have not provided services (not including independent reviews or auditing) to the
project with the result that the audit work performed by themselves or their company,
except as otherwise declared to the Department prior to the audit;

iv. 1am not an Environmental Representative for the project; and

v. |l will not accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit from auditee
organisations, their employees or any interested party, or knowingly allow colleagues

to do so.

Notes:

a) Under section 10.6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 a person must not
include false or misleading information (or provide information for inclusion in) in a report of
monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if the
person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The proponent of an

Independent Audit Compliance Requirements |



approved project must not fail to include information in (or provide information for inclusion in) a
report of monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if
the person knows that the information is materially relevant to the monitoring or audit. The
maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, $1 million and for an individual, $250,000; and

b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section
3078 (giving false or misleading information — maximum penalty 2 years imprisonment or 200
penalty units, or both)

Name of Proposed Auditor Dale Redwood

Signature W

Qualification BSc (Hons), MAAS

Company Muller Acoustic Consulting Pty Ltd
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6. Appendices

Appendix A — Declaration of Independence Form Template

Declaration of Independence - Auditor

Project Name Duralie/Stratford Extension Projects 2023 Independent Environmental Audit
Consent Number PA 08 2023 and SSD-4966
Description of Project 2023 Independent Environmental Audits for Duralie/Stratford Mining Complex

i Duralie: Stratford:
Project Address e B uckets Way South, Strout Road NSW 2415 3364 The Bucketts Way, Stratford NSW 2422

Proponent Yancoal Australia Pty Ltd

Date 20 November 2023

| declare that:

i. lam not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in the
delivery of the project. Such a relationship includes that of employer/employee, a
business partnership, sharing a common employer, a contractual arrangement outside
an Independent Audit, or that of a spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

ii. Ido not have any pecuniary interest in the project, proponent or related entities.Such
an interest includes where there is a reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial
gain (other than being reimbursed for performing the audit) or loss to the auditor, or
their spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

iii. I'have not provided services (not including independent reviews or auditing) to the
project with the result that the audit work performed by themselves or their company,
except as otherwise declared to the Department prior to the audit;

iv. 1am not an Environmental Representative for the project; and

v. |will not accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit from auditee
organisations, their employees or any interested party, or knowingly allow colleagues

to do so.

Notes:

a) Under section 10.6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 a person must not
include false or misleading information (or provide information for inclusion in) in a report of
monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if the
person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The proponent of an

Independent Audit Compliance Requirements |



approved project must not fail to include information in (or provide information for inclusion in) a
report of monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if
the person knows that the information is materially relevant to the monitoring or audit. The
maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, $1 million and for an individual, $250,000; and

b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section
3078 (giving false or misleading information — maximum penalty 2 years imprisonment or 200
penalty units, or both)

Name of Proposed Auditor lan Richardson

Signature

Qualification Bachelor of Environmental Science
Exemplar Global Certified Lead Auditor — Environmental Management Systems (1ISO 14001)

Company RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd
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6. Appendices

Appendix A — Declaration of Independence Form Template

Declaration of Independence - Auditor

Project Name Duralie/Stratford Extension Projects 2023 Independent Environmental Audit
Consent Number PA 08_2023 and SSD-4966
Description of Project 2023 Independent Environmental Audits for Duralie/Stratford Mining Complex

i Duralie: Stratford:
PrOJECt Address 1164 Bucketts Way South, Strout Road NSW 2415 3364 The Bucketts Way, Stratford NSW 2422

Proponent  Yancoal Australia Pty Ltd

Date 20 November 2023

| declare that:

i. lam not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in the
delivery of the project. Such a relationship includes that of employer/employee, a
business partnership, sharing a common employer, a contractual arrangement outside
an Independent Audit, or that of a spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

ii. ldonot have any pecuniary interest in the project, proponent or related entities.Such
an interest includes where there is a reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial
gain (other than being reimbursed for performing the audit) or loss to the auditor, or
their spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

iii. | have not provided services (not including independent reviews or auditing) to the
project with the result that the audit work performed by themselves or their company,
except as otherwise declared to the Department prior to the audit;

iv. lam not an Environmental Representative for the project; and

v. | will not accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit from auditee
organisations, their employees or any interested party, or knowingly allow colleagues

to do so.

Notes:

a) Under section 10.6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 a person must not
include false or misleading information (or provide information for inclusion in) in a report of
monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if the
person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The proponent of an

Independent Audit Compliance Requirements |



approved project must not fail to include information in (or provide information for inclusion in) a
report of monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if
the person knows that the information is materially relevant to the monitoring or audit. The
maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, $S1 million and for an individual, $250,000; and

b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section
307B (giving false or misleading information — maximum penalty 2 years imprisonment or 200
penalty units, or both)

Name of Proposed Auditor Tara Boreham

Signature 44
Qualification Bachelor of Science

Company  RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd
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REPORT

Table 7

Cond. no

DA Table SSD-4966

Requirement/Condition

Status

Comment

Schedule 2,
Condition 1

In addition to meeting the specific performance criteria
established under this consent, the Applicant shall implement
all reasonable and feasible measures to prevent and/or
minimise any harm to the environment that may result from
the construction, operation, or rehabilitation of the
development.

Compliant

Based on the findings of this audit and the site inspection, the Applicant has
implemented reasonable and feasible measures to prevent/reduce the
occurrence of material harm from the operation of this development.

Comments around meeting performance criteria and/or environmental harm
are described in this table.

Schedule 2,
Condition 2

The Applicant shall carry out the development generally in
accordance with the:

a) EIS;

b) statement of commitments; and

c¢) conditions of this consent.

Notes:

e The general layout of the project is shown in Appendix 2;
and

e The statement of commitments is reproduced in Appendix
9

Compliant

Viewed Appendix 2 of SSD-4966. Viewed Figure 2-1 in Stratford Extension
Project EIS and Plan 1 of RMP.

The actual layout (location of pits, rehabilitation and disturbance) is
consistent with the approved layout and RMP documentation.

Schedule 2,
Condition 3

If there is any inconsistency between the above documents,
the most recent document shall prevail to the extent of the
inconsistency. However, the conditions of this consent shall
prevail to the extent of any inconsistency.

Not
Triggered

Not triggered as no inconsistency was identified by Yancoal personnel or
regulators in pre-consultation information.

Schedule 2,
Condition 4

The Applicant shall comply with any reasonable
requirement/s of the Secretary arising from the Department’s
assessment of:

(a) any strategies, plans, programs, reviews, audits, reports
or correspondence that are submitted in accordance with
this consent; and

(b) the implementation of any actions or measures contained
in these documents.

Not
Triggered

No requests additional to those related to plans and reports as described
below have been made by the Secretary during the audit period (TK pers
comms).

Schedule 2,
Condition 5

The Applicant may carry out mining operations on the site
until 31 December 2025.

Note: Under this consent, the Applicant is required to
rehabilitate the site and perform additional undertakings to
the satisfaction of the Secretary and the Resources
Regulator. Consequently, this consent will continue to apply
in all other respects other than the right to conduct mining
operations until the rehabilitation of the site and these

Compliant

This condition has not yet expired.

Stratford Coal Mine |
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REPORT

Cond. no

Requirement/Condition

Status

Comment

additional undertakings have been carried out satisfactorily.
Schedule 2, | The Applicant shall not extract more than Compliant Viewed Annual Reviews for 2020, 2021 and 2022.
Condition 6 2.6 million tonnes of ROM coal from the site in any calendar ROM Coal mined was as follows (Section 4 of AR):
year. 2020: 990,747 Tonnes
2021: 1,279,889 Tonnes
2022: 1,008,842 Tonnes
2023: 884,706 Tonnes (TK pers comms)
Schedule 2, | The Applicant shall not process on site more than 5.6 million Compliant Viewed Annual Reviews for 2020, 2021, 2022.
Condition 7 tonnes of ROM coal in any calendar year. (Section 4 of AR):
2020: 990,747 Tonnes (t) of ROM coal was processed, producing 533,662 t
of coal.
2021: 1,279,889 t of ROM coal was processed, producing 835,129 t of coal.
2022: 1,008,842 t of ROM coal was processed, producing 686,356 t of coal.
2023: 553,765 t of coal.
Schedule 2, | The Applicant shall ensure that: Compliant a) All product coal is transported from the site by rail (TK pers comms).
Condition 8 (a) all product coal is transported from the site by rail; b) Viewed Export Train Summary on Stratford website on 8 December 2023
(b) no more than an average of 2.5 laden trains leave the at 1:30 pm. The limit of an average of 2.5 laden trains per year has not been
site each day over any calendar year; exceeded during the period.
(c) no more than 6 laden trains leave the site in any 24-hour c) Viewed Export Train Summary on Stratford website on 18 December
period; and. 2023 at 12:30 pm. No more than 6 laden trains have left site within a 24-hour
(d) no more than 2 laden trains leave the site during any period.
night d) Viewed Export Train Summary on Stratford website on 18 December
Note: This condition does not apply to movements of the 2923 at .12:30.pr'n. There have peen no more than 2 laden trains leaving the
Duralie shuttle train. site at night within the audit period.
Schedule 2, Prior to the end of December 2015, or as otherwise agreed Compliant Viewed 2020 Previous Audit report. “Surrender of previous approvals
Condition 9 by the Secretary, the Applicant shall surrender all existing occurred on (assumed date) 11 April 2018”.
development consents for the site in accordance with
section 104A of the EP&A Act.
Note: This requirement does not extend to the surrender of
construction and occupation certificates for existing and
proposed building works under Part 4A of the EP&A Act.
Surrender of a consent should not be understood as
implying that works legally constructed under a valid consent
can no longer be legally maintained or used.

Stratford Coal Mine |
rpsgroup.com
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REPORT

Cond. no

Requirement/Condition

Status

Comment

Schedule 2,
Condition 10

Prior to the surrender of existing development consents, the
conditions of this consent shall prevail to the extent of any
inconsistency with the conditions of these consents.

Compliant

Viewed 2020 Previous Audit report. No consents surrendered in audit period.

Schedule 2,
Condition 11

The Applicant shall ensure that all new buildings and
structures, and any alterations or additions to existing
buildings and structures, are constructed in accordance with
the relevant requirements of the BCA.

Notes:

e Under Part 4A of the EP&A Act, the Applicant is required
to obtain construction and occupation certificates for the
proposed building works; and

e Part 8 of the EP&A Regulation sets out the requirements
for the certification of the development.

Not
Triggered

Viewed Annual Reviews 2020, 2021 and 2022.
Annual Reviews state that no buildings or infrastructure were constructed.
No buildings or infrastructure were constructed in 2023 (TK pers comms).

Schedule 2,
Condition 12

The Applicant shall ensure that all demolition work is carried
out in accordance with Australian Standard AS 2601-2001:
The Demolition of Structures, or its latest version.

Compliant

Viewed Annual Reviews for 2020, 2021 and 2022.

Annual reviews state that no buildings or infrastructure were demolished. No
demolition occurred in 2023 (TK pers comms).

Schedule 2,
Condition 13

Unless the Applicant and the applicable authority agree
otherwise, the Applicant shall:

(a) repair, or pay the full costs associated with repairing,
any public infrastructure that is damaged by the
development; and

(b) relocate, or pay the full costs associated with relocating,
any public infrastructure that needs to be relocated as a
result of the development.

Note: This condition does not apply to damage to roads
caused as a result of general road usage.

Not
Triggered

No infrastructure has been damaged or relocated during the audit period.
Works were completed in the previous audit period (TK pers comms).

Schedule 2,
Condition 14

The Applicant shall ensure that all plant and equipment
used at the site is:

(a) maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and
(b) operated in a proper and efficient manner.

Compliant

Site inspection revealed that plant and equipment appeared well maintained,
water carts were operating, and minimal dust generation observed (see
Plate 8 and Plate 20). Viewed the following example YPM3 Routine Work
Order Maintenance Documents for:
Dump Truck — CAT 785C dated 4 December 2023. The Work Order was
stated as complete.
Water Cart — CAT 777F dated 1 November 2023. The Work Order was
stated as complete.
Viewed WPM3 Routine Work Order demonstrating planned maintenance for
CHPP Instrumentation and Control Systems on 13 December 2023.Viewed
screenshot within Citect demonstrating the enablement of the stockpile spray

Stratford Coal Mine | 2023 Independent Environmental Audit | 6 August 2024 |
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Cond. no

Requirement/Condition

Status

Comment

sequence dated 13 December 2023.

Schedule 2,
Condition 15

With the approval of the Secretary, the Applicant may submit
any strategy, plan or program required by this consent on a
progressive basis.

Notes:

o  While any strategy, plan or program may be submitted on
a progressive basis, the Applicant will need to ensure that
the existing operations on site are covered by suitable
strategies, plans or programs at all times.

e |f the submission of any strategy, plan or program is to be
staged, then the relevant strategy, plan or program must
clearly describe the specific stage to which the strategy,
plan or program applies, the relationship of this stage to
any future stages, and the trigger for updating the
strategy, plan or program.

Not
Triggered

No requests were made within the audit period (TK pers comms).

Schedule 2,
Condition 16

Until they are replaced by an equivalent strategy, plan or
program approved under this consent, the Applicant shall
implement the existing strategies, plans or programs for the
site that have been approved under existing development
consents.

Compliant

Refer to conditions relevant to the implementation of individual management
plans.

Schedule 2,
Condition 17

From 31 March 2015 until mining operations under this
consent cease on the site, unless the Secretary agrees
otherwise, the Applicant shall pay to GSC a total of $550 a
year for each full-time equivalent employee/contractor on the
site. This payment is for the provision of infrastructure and
services generated by the development. It is also to be
indexed in accordance with the CPI for the December quarter
of the previous year (except for the initial payment).

Note: The number of full-time equivalent
employees/contractors is to be calculated for the first time in
March 2015, and then recalculated in March each year prior
to the next payment.

Compliant

Viewed Annual Contribution Calculation spreadsheets for 2021, 2022 and
2023. Invoice calculations were based on the amount of employees
multiplied by $550.

Viewed annual invoices to MidCoast Council. 2021 invoice dated
24/05/2021, 2022 invoice dated 08/06/2022 and 2023 invoice dated
31/03/2023. Each invoice contains the amount specified in the calculation
sheets.

Viewed MidCoast Council vendor payment tracking sheet up to 9 November
2023.

Schedule 2,
Condition 18

The Applicant’s obligations to make payments to GSC under
condition 15 of Schedule 2 of DA 23-98/99 shall cease on 31
March 2015, unless the Secretary agrees otherwise.

Not
Triggered

Not triggered as not relevant during the audit period.
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Cond. no

Requirement/Condition

Status

Comment

Schedule 2,
Condition 19

The Applicant shall use its best endeavours to co-operate
with the proponent of the Gloucester Gas Project, with the
aim of maximising the outcomes of both developments with
respect to:

e resource recovery;

e operational efficiencies;

e Dbiodiversity conservation;

e and rehabilitation.
to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
Note: See also the Applicant’s Statement of Commitments
(Appendix 9).

Not
Triggered

Not triggered as Gloucester gas project has not proceeded, consistent with
previous audit.

Schedule 3,
Condition 1

Upon receiving a written request for acquisition from an
owner of the land listed in Table 1, the Applicant shall
acquire the land in accordance with the procedures in
conditions 5-6 of Schedule 4.

Table 1: Land subject to acquisition upon request

Property ID

40/51/Cr1 — L. Blanch | 42-D. Blanch

Cr7 - Pryce-Jones | Cr 2 - Boorer

However, the obligation to acquire a property does not apply
if the Applicant has a negotiated agreement with the owner/s
of the relevant land that sets aside acquisition under the
terms of this consent, and the

Applicant has advised the Department in writing of the terms
of this agreement.

Not
Triggered

Not triggered as no acquisition was requested in the audit period (TK pers
comms).
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Cond. no Requirement/Condition Status Comment
Schedule 3, Upon receiving a written request from the owner of any Not No written requests have been requested in the audit period (TK pers
Condition 2 residence on the land listed in Tables 1 and 2, the Applicant Triggered comms).

shall implement additional noise mitigation measures (such
as double glazing, insulation, and/or air conditioning) at the
residence in consultation with the owner. These measures
must be reasonable and feasible and directed towards
reducing the noise impacts of the development on the
residence.

If within 3 months of receiving this request from the owner,
the Applicant and the owner cannot agree on the
measures to be implemented, or there is a dispute about the
implementation of these measures, then either party may
refer the matter to the Secretary for resolution.

Table 2: Land subject to addtional noise mitigation upon request

Property ID Property ID

31(1) - Isaac 60 — Healy / Greenwood
44— Cross / Jane 36 - Wallace

37 - Worth 29— Ward

15(3) - Falla

However, the obligation to implement noise mitigation
measures does not apply if the Applicant has a negotiated
agreement with the owner/s of the relevant residence or land
that sets aside noise mitigation measures under the terms of
this consent, and the Applicant has advised the Department
in writing of the terms of this agreement.

Schedule 3, | The Applicant shall comply with the operating hours in Table Compliant Letters generally correspond with dot points:

Condition 3 3. a) Coal extraction occurred for three months at start of audit period at
Prr— P —— Roseville West Pit until 17 March 2021. BRN ceased on 25 June 2021 (TK
T REeLiie e Lrnaonpi o ene Roza et and pers comms).
: éj"ﬁN:h}‘;”““'mvjlifElL‘J;i(wﬁtmifm' Temioopm Taaperiieer b) Transported coal from co-disposal dam by excavators to the ROM
+ Gpen cut mining operations in the Avon North and Stratford East stockpile area (TK pers comms).

pits

24 hours a day, 7 days per
«_Coal processing, loading and dispatch of product coal trains.

c) Did not occur in the period (TK pers comms).

S —— d) Avon North and Stratford East was mined in the period on day and

sauday afternoon shift (TK pers comms).

e) Transported from co-disposal dam REA for preprocessing at the CHPP
(TK pers comms).

f) The time of day which the activities were undertaken rely on contractor
conditions, as contractors were only permitted to work from 7 am - 5 pm (TK
pers comms).

g) Bowens road water fill point not used in period (TK pers comms). Viewed

* Maintenance activities week

* Water truck access to the Bowens Road Water Fill Point
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Cond. no

Requirement/Condition

Status
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Truck Sheet dated 15 June 2021 depicting hours of works from contractors.
DT117 truck sheets demonstrate works commencing at 9:20 am and
concluding at 6:30 pm.

Viewed Excavator Shift Sheets dated 15 June 2021 which demonstrate start
and finish hours are between 7am and 6pm. Sheets demonstrate 10.2 hour
operating days.

Schedule 3,
Condition 4

The Applicant shall ensure that the noise generated by the
development does not exceed the criteria in Table 4 at any
residence on privately-owned land.

Table 4: Noise criteria dB(A)
Land Day Evening Night Night
Lacarss min Laea(1s miny Lacarss min Las 1 min
40/51/Cr1 — 43 43 43 50
L. Blanch

Cr7 — Pryce-Jones 43 43 43 49
42 —D.Blanch 42 42 42 50

Cr2- Boorer 41 41 41 49
31(1) - Isaac 40 40 40 48
36 — Wallace 39 39 39 47
44 —Cross / Jane

60 —Healy / 39 39 39 45
Greenwood

37 —Worth 38 £ 38 46
29— Ward 38 38 a7 45
23— Bagnall a7 a7 a7 45
31(2) - Isaac
296 —Watson
297 — Bosma

298 — Yates 36 36 36 45
15(3) — Falla 39 35 35 45
15(2) - Falla 36 3% 3% 45
Stratford Village 37 36 35 45

All other privately- 35 35 35 45
owned residences

«  To interpret the locations referred to in Tabie 4 see the appiicabie figure(s) in Appendix 5.
«  Stratford village is shown on the figure(s) in Appendix 5.

Noise generated by the development is to be measured in
accordance with the relevant requirements of the NSW
Industrial Noise Policy. Appendix 6 sets out the
meteorological conditions under which these criteria apply
and the requirements for evaluating compliance with these
criteria.

However, these criteria do not apply if the Applicant has a
negotiated agreement with the owner/s of the relevant
residence or land to generate higher noise levels, and the
Applicant has advised the Department in writing of the terms
of this agreement.

Compliant

Muller Acoustics review:

2020 (December): Sighted Annual Review and Monthly Compliance
Monitoring Reports. No exceedances noted.

2021: Sighted Annual Review and Monthly Compliance Monitoring Reports.
No exceedances noted.

2022: Sighted Annual Review and Monthly Compliance Monitoring Reports.
No exceedances noted.

Noted that compliance survey undertaken on 19 July 2022 identified a SMC
noise contribution of 37dB LAeq(15min) (2dB over criteria) at the “Lowrey”
monitoring location during day period. Follow-up measurement undertaken in
accordance with NMP noted LAeq noise levels below criteria, demonstrating
that event did not constitute a sustained exceedance and therefore was not
considered to be a breach of the noise criteria.

Complaints related to noise occurred in 2021 and 2022 were related to
operational noise from Roseville West and BRN. Two real-time noise
monitors are utilised; one is located at Craven and the other is located at
Stratford Village, and neither monitor indicated an exceedance at the time of
complaints. No complaints were submitted EPA within audit period (TK pers
comms).

2023: Sighted Monthly Compliance Monitoring Reports. No exceedances
noted.

Reviewed Monthly Compliance Noise Monitoring Reports during audit
period. Confirmed that noise monitoring undertaken in accordance with the
NMP and provisions of the INP.
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Cond. no

Schedule 3,
Condition 5

Requirement/Condition

The Applicant shall:

(a) implement best management practice to minimise the
construction, operational, road and rail noise of the
development

(b) operate a comprehensive noise management system
that uses a combination of predictive meteorological
forecasting and real-time noise monitoring data to guide the
day-to-day planning of mining operations, and the
implementation of both proactive and reactive noise
mitigation measures to ensure compliance with the relevant
conditions of this consent;

(c) minimise the noise impacts of the development during
meteorological conditions under which the noise limits in this
consent do not apply (see Appendix 6);

(d) only use locomotives and rolling stock that are approved
to operate on the NSW rail network in accordance with the
noise limits in ARTC'’s EPL (No. 3142);

(e) co-ordinate noise management on site with the noise
management of the Gloucester Gas Project to minimise
cumulative noise impacts; and

() carry out regular monitoring to determine whether the
development is complying with the relevant conditions of this
consent, to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

Status

Compliant

Comment

Muller Acoustics review:

a) SMC has prepared a Noise Management Plan (NMP-R04-A, October
2022), which describes the management measures that are implemented to
manage noise to acceptable levels. Measures include best management
practices, reactive measures (where noise complaints are received), source
and transmission controls and receiver noise control (where written request
received).

As detailed in the Annual Reviews, eight noise complaints were received
during December of 2020, 12 noise complaints were received during 2021
and two complaints were received in 2022. A review of the Complaints
Register (https://www.stratfordcoal.com.au/page/community/complaints-
register/) identified that there have been no complaints received during 2023.
The review of received complaints demonstrates a general downward trend,
furthermore, noise compliance monitoring demonstrates that SMC is
complying with the relevant noise criteria.

Reviewed response to complaints received. Noted that each complaint
responded to, including return call to complainant. Mitigation measures as
per the NMP enforced.

Confirmed that no mitigation implemented as a result of complaints or real
time monitoring. All changes to operations have been pre-emptive.
Effectiveness of this process has been highlighted by continued compliance
and declining complaint levels through the reporting period.

b) Section 7.3 of the NMP describes the real-time noise monitoring protocol
adopted at SMC, including use of two strategically placed real-time noise
monitors. Section 7.3.3 of the NMP describes the real-time monitoring
methodology, including identification of Real-time Response Trigger Levels,
while Section 7.3.4 of the NMP describes the noise monitoring response
protocol.

Section 7.5 of the NMP describes the meteorological monitoring and
forecasting system adopted at SMC to assist in day-to-day planning of
operations and minimise noise impacts during noise enhancing
meteorological conditions.

Viewed noise prediction report dated 8/12/2023. Viewed OCE report dated
7/12/2023. Risk of noise actions — limiting noise with hornless systems in
trucks. Initial email comes out at 6 am (TK pers comms).

c) Sighted SMC Real-time Noise Management Response Register, which
provided management measures applied following real-time noise trigger.
Sighted noise prediction report for 5/10/2023, including daily weather
forecasting.

d) Noted at previous audit.
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Cond. no

Requirement/Condition

Status

Comment

e) Not Triggered - DPE wrote to SCPL in 2017 confirming that as AGL were
not proceeding with the Gloucester Gas Project that this Condition and the
relevant condition in the SOC were no longer triggered.

f) Monthly compliance noise monitoring is undertaken in accordance with the
Project Approval, the EPL and the NMP.

Schedule 3,
Condition 6

The Applicant shall prepare and implement a Noise
Management Plan for the development to the satisfaction of
the Secretary. This plan must:

(a) be prepared in consultation with the EPA, and submitted
to the Secretary for approval prior to 31 December 2015,
unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary;

(b) describe the measures that would be implemented to
ensure:

e compliance with the noise criteria operating conditions of
this consent; and

¢ the noise impacts of the project are minimised during
meteorological conditions when the noise limits of this
consent do not apply

(c) describe the proposed noise management system in
detail;

(d) include a monitoring program that:

e includes monitoring of inversion strength at an
appropriate sampling rate to determine compliance with
noise limits;

e provides for the biennial validation of the noise model for
the project;

e evaluates and reports on:

- the effectiveness of the on-site noise management
system;

- compliance against the noise criteria in this consent;
and

- compliance with the noise operating conditions;

e includes a program to calibrate and validate real-time
noise monitoring results with attended monitoring results
over time (so the real-time noise monitoring program can
be used as a better indicator of compliance with the
noise criteria and as a trigger for further attended
monitoring); and

e defines what constitutes a noise incident, and includes a
protocol for identifying and notifying the Department and

Compliant

Muller Acoustics review:
Document Number: NMP-R04-A
Effective: October 2022
Approved by DPE on 4/10/2022.

a) Letter from EPA (23/12/2021) confirming consultation included as
Appendix 1 of the NMP.

b) Section 6 of the NMP describes the management measures that are
implemented to ensure compliance with the noise criteria (Section 4).
Measures include best management practices (proactive measures), reactive
measures, source and transmission noise controls, additional mitigation
measures (receiver noise control) and management of rail transport.

Section 7.5 of the NMP describes the meteorological monitoring and
forecasting system adopted at SMC to assist in day-to-day planning of
operations and minimise noise impacts during noise enhancing
meteorological conditions.

c) Reviewed NMP (Revision 4). Noise management measures are described
in sufficient detail.

d) Section 7 of the NMP describes the noise monitoring program
implemented at SMC. The compliance assessment protocol (Section 7.2.4)
provides relevant details on temperature inversions to be assessed during
each noise survey.

Section 9.3 details the noise model validation process, to be undertaken
every two years. The results of the noise model validation are reported in the
SMC Annual Review.

Section 9 describes the Annual Review, including evaluation of effectiveness
of management measures.

Section 7.2.5 described the verification assessment protocol used to inform
the continual calibration and validation of the real-time monitors. Sighted
calibration certificates for real-time noise monitors - 108 23724 SVAN Cal
20221013 and 98 21230 SVAN Cal 20230714.

Section 7.2.4 describes the compliance assessment protocol including what
constitutes a noise incident, and the process for notifying relevant
stakeholders.

e) Noted at previous audit that DPIE confirmed that this condition was not
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Cond. no

Requirement/Condition

Status

Comment

relevant stakeholders of any noise incidents; and

(e) include provisions for a review of the site’s real-time
noise monitoring and management system within 12 months
of the commencement of mining operations under this
consent to ascertain if, and how, the system could be
designed and used to determine compliance with noise
limits.

intentionally included and modified the Approval on 14 January 2021.

Schedule 3,
Condition 7

Within 2 years of the commencement of night-time mining
operations, and every 2 years thereafter, the Applicant shall
engage an independent acoustic expert to undertake a
review of compliance with the relevant conditions of consent
for night- time operations, to the satisfaction of the
Secretary.

Should any review report show that night- time mining
operations have been/are non-compliant, the Applicant must
modify its operations and conduct another independent
review with 30 days.

If this second review demonstrates compliance, the
Applicant may continue its modified night-time mining
operations. If not, the Applicant must immediately cease
night-time mining operations.

Night-time mining operations may only restart if the
Secretary is satisfied that the proposed operations would be
compliant with the relevant conditions of consent.

Compliant

Muller Acoustics review:

Nighttime monitoring has been undertaken in the audit period. Sighted Night
Time Noise Monitoring Review from September 2020 — August 2022 dated
18 December 2022 by RAPT Consulting. The report stated compliance for
nighttime noise.

Schedule 3,
Condition 8

The Applicant shall record and make available on its
website:

(a)when the real-time monitoring and management system
detects any potential exceedance of the noise limits;
(b)when exemptions from noise limits due to meteorological
conditions apply;

(c)the specific reasonable and feasible measures that were
taken when either (a) or (b) apply; and

(d) facilitate the regular review of this information by the
CCC, to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

Not
Compliant

Muller Acoustics review:

a) SCM website provides link to Real-time Noise Management System
(https://www.stratfordcoal.com.au/page/environment/monitoring-results/).
Review of SMC Real-time Noise Management Response Register 2022
identified that the register had not been adequately updated on website,
with entries for October, November and December excluded. Sighted
complete register (SMC Real-time Noise Management Response Register
2022 .xIsx). Recommend website updated.

b) SMC Real-time Noise Monitoring Response Register identifies when
exemptions from noise limits apply due to meteorological conditions.

c) SMC Real-time Noise Monitoring Response Register identifies specific
management measures taken.

d) Sighted meeting agendas and meeting minutes for quarterly CCC
meetings (https://www.stratfordcoal.com.au/page/community/community-
consultative-committee/). Confirmed that environmental monitoring
reviewed.
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Cond. no Requirement/Condition Status Comment

Schedule 3, | The Applicant shall ensure that blasting on site does not Compliant Muller Acoustics review:

Condition 9 | cause any exceedance of the criteria in Table 5. Reviewed Annual Returns for 2020 and 2021, and Spreadsheet titled “EPL
S p— 5161 (Stratford Mining Complex) Monitoring Data - Stratford Extension

i et P i E—— Project (69).exe”.
e and s - % ol e Gl umber ot 2020 Annual Review — A total of 5 blasts undertaken during December 2020.
= e No exceedances of blasting limits during December 2020 monitoring period
_— e N for residences on privately-owned land or public infrastructure.
e v o n 2021 Annual Review — A total of 74 blasts undertaken during 2021. One
e blast above 115dBZ at “Greenwood” location (<5% of total blasts). There
However, these criteria do not apply if the Applicant has a were no exceedances of blasting limits for public infrastructure.
written agreement with the relevant owner to exceed these 2022 Annual Review — A total of 54 blasts undertaken during 2022. There
criteria, and the Applicant has advised the Department in were no exceedances of blasting limits on privately owned land.
writing of the terms of this agreement. There were no exceedances of blasting limits for public infrastructure. It is
noted that SMC has operated with a blast design informed by ACARP
Report C14057 Effect of Blasting on Infrastructure (Terrock, 2008), with a
conservative limit of 100mm/s adopted.
Noted that blasting ceased in Stratford East Pit (SEP) in June 2022, hence
no further monitoring of power lines undertaken.
2023: A total of 57 blasts undertaken during 2023. One blast above 115dBZ
at B6 (<5% of total blasts). Compliance monitoring at power lines no longer
undertaken due to cessation of blasting in SEP.

Schedule 3, | The Applicant shall only carry out blasting on site between 9 Compliant Muller Acoustics review:

Condition 10 | @m and 5 pm Monday to Saturday inclusive. No blasting is Review of blast record (sighted spreadsheet titled “EPL 5161 (Stratford
allowed on Sundays, public holidays, or at any other time Mining Complex) Monitoring Data - Stratford Extension Project (69).exe”).
without the written approval of the Secretary. Confirmed that all blasts occurred during approved hours.

Schedule 3, | The Applicant may carry out a maximum of: Compliant Muller Acoustics review:

Condition 11 | (a) 1 blast per day on site; and Review of blast record (sighted spreadsheet titled “EPL 5161 (Stratford
(b) 3 blasts per week, averaged over a calendar year. Mining Complex) Monitoring Data - Stratford Extension Project (69).exe”).
This condition does not apply to blasts required to ensure Confirmed that blast frequency did not exceed the approved level during the
the safety of the mine or its workers. audit period.

Note: For the purposes of this condition a blast refers to a Note that four blasts on consecutive days from 12 - 15 January 2021

single blast event, which may involve a number of individual (inclusive), When averaged over a calendar year, average less than 3 blasts
blasts fired in quick succession in a discrete area of the per week.

mine.

Schedule 3, If the Applicant receives a written request from the owner of Not Not triggered as no requests were made during the audit period (TK pers

Condition 12 | any privately-owned land within 2 kilometres of any Triggered comms).
approved open cut pit on site for a property inspection to
establish the baseline condition of any
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buildings and/or structures on his/her land, or to have a
previous property inspection report updated, then within 2
months of receiving this request the Applicant shall:

(a) commission a suitably qualified, experienced and
independent person, whose appointment is acceptable to
both parties, to:

e establish the baseline condition of any buildings and/or
structures on the land, or update the previous property
inspection report; and

¢ identify any measures that should be implemented to
minimise the potential blasting impacts of the
development on these buildings and/or structures; and

(b) give the landowner a copy of the new or updated
property inspection report.

If there is a dispute over the selection of the suitably
qualified, experienced, and independent person, or the
Applicant or landowner disagrees with the findings of the
independent property investigation, either party may refer
the matter to the Secretary for resolution.

Schedule 3, If any owner of privately-owned land claims that the Not Not triggered as no requests were made during the audit period (TK pers
Condition 13 | buildings and/or structures on his/her land have been Triggered comms).

damaged as a result of blasting on site, then within 2 months
of receiving this claim in writing from the landowner, the
Applicant shall:

(a) commission a suitably qualified, experienced and
independent person, whose appointment is acceptable to
both parties, to investigate the claim; and

b) give the landowner a copy of the property investigation
report. If this independent property investigation confirms the
landowner’s claim, and both parties agree with these
findings, then the Applicant shall repair the damages to the
satisfaction of the Secretary.

If there is a dispute over the selection of the suitably
qualified, experienced and independent person, or the
Applicant or landowner disagrees with the findings of the
independent property investigation, either party may refer the
matter to the Secretary for resolution.
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Schedule 3, | The Applicant shall: Compliant Muller Acoustics review:
Condition 14 | (a) implement best management practice to: Reviewed Blast Management Plan (BLMP-R04_A). Approved by DPE
e protect the safety of people and livestock in the January 2022.
surrounding area; a) Section 5 of the BLMP describes blast management measures, including
o protect public infrastructure and private property in the i_nteractions with surrounding infrastructure, public safety and protection of
surrounding area from any damage; and livestock, and fume management.
PR P ; As detailed in the Annual Reviews, no blast complaints were received during
; mlmmlstﬁ tthsldu;t and ft:me.:err:jlssmns :):; any blasting. December 2020, four blast complaints were received during 2021 and one
(b) ensure that blasting on the site oe.s not damage complaint was received in 2022. A review of the Complaints Register
Aborllgllnall cultural heritage site CTS'j" ] (https://lwww.stratfordcoal.com.au/page/community/complaints-register/)
(c) minimise the frequency and duration of any required road identified that there have been no complaints received during 2023. Blast
closures; and monitoring demonstrates that SMC is complying with the relevant blast
(d) operate a suitable system to enable the public to get up- criteria.
to-date information on the proposed blasting Schedule on Reviewed response to complaints. Confirmed that blasting limits not
site, to the satisfaction of the Secretary. exceeded at time of complaints.
b) Section 5.4 of the BLMP describes monitoring activities at CTS-1. Results
of monitoring at CTS-1 provided in Annual Reviews.
Internal monitoring for CTS 1 for blast vibration has occurred within the
period. No excessive blast vibration was found during monitoring (TK pers
comms) CTS 1 is located at the south-east of site in close proximity to the
SEP which has concluded mining. Monitor has since been removed as no
blasting has occurred at SEP.
Viewed BMP dated November 2021 Section 5.4 predicated less than 80
mms/second.
Viewed Blast Result data for CTS1. Results are extrapolated. Blasts were
modelled by blasting engineer using measurements from the powerline
monitor.
c¢) Section 5.3.1 of the BLMP describes the road closure protocol, including
objective of minimising road closure periods.
d) Blast information hotline number provided on SMC website
(https://www.stratfordcoal.com.au/page/environment/). Auditor called blast
information hotline on 4/12/2023, confirmed that information hotline up to
date.
Schedule 3, | The Applicant shall not undertake blasting within 500 metres Not Muller Acoustics review:
Condition 15 | of: Triggered | a) A blast has occurred on Wenham Cox Road during the audit period, in
(a) any public road; or accordance with written agreement with council — noted in Previous Audit 14
(b) any land outside of the site not owned by the Applicant, October 2018 letter.
unless the Applicant has: In accordance with the SMC Blast Management Plan SCPL have prepared a
 demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Secretary that Blasting Road Closure Management Plan in consultation with MidCoast
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the blasting can be carried out closer to the road or land Council.
without compromising the safety of people or livestock, b) No blasts occurred within 500m of land not owned by SMC.
or damaging buildings and/or structures; and
e updated the Blast Management Plan to include the
specific measures that would be implemented while
blasting is being carried out within 500 metres of the
land or road; or
e a written agreement with the landowner or GSC (in the
case of any public road) to allow blasting to be carried
out closer to the land or road, and the Applicant has
advised the Department in writing of the terms of this
agreement.
Schedule 3, | The Applicant shall prepare and implement a Blast Compliant Muller Acoustics review:
Condition 16 | Management Plap for the development to the satisfaction of Document Number: BLMP-R04-A
the Secretary. Thls plan mu§t: . . Effective: January 2022
(a) be prepared in consultation with the EPA and .submltted Approved by DPE on 21/01/2022.
to the Secretary for approval at least 3 months prior to the —_ L
commencement of mining operations in the new mining a) Letter from EPA (15/11/2021) confirming consultation included as
areas, unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary; Append.lx 1 of the BLMP. ]
(b) describe the measures that would be implemented to b) Section 5 of the BLMP describes the management measures that are
ensure compliance with the blasting criteria and operating implemented to ensure compliance with the blast criteria and operating
conditions of this consent; l(ilor;dclj“?rrst (2309201“(;? o | Revi ded a Level 2A blast f ded
(c) propose and justify any alternative ground vibration limits oted tha nnual heview recorded a L.eve ast fume was recorde
for public infrastructure in the vicinity of the site (if relevant); on 11 .February 2021. Thg fume did not. leave site. However, not a non-
(d) include a monitoring program for evaluating and reporting compliance as the fume did not leave site (TK pers comms).
on compliance with the blasting criteria and operating Viewed Stratfgrd Coal Blast Fume Invgstlgat[on daFed 11 February 2021 at
conditions: and Avon North. Viewed control measures including using wet product, to
includ ’ ific blast fi | minimise time between drilling and loading and refrain from loading clay
(e) include a speci ic! gst ume managgment protogo to. smut. As control measures were identified, no further actions are required.
demonstrate how emissions will be minimised including risk Not tri d
management strategies if blast fumes are generated. ¢) No .r|ggere : ) o
d) Section 6 of the BLMP describes the blast monitoring program for
evaluating and reporting on compliance with blast criteria and operating
conditions. Viewed 20/4/23 Calibration certificate by Texcel for 2433 and
2442,
e) Section 5.5 and 7.1.1 describe the blast fume management protocol and
contingency plan. A detailed blast fume management procedure is provided
in Attachment 2 of the BLMP.
Schedule 3, | The Applicant shall ensure that no offensive odours, as Not Not triggered as no offensive odours were emitted during the audit period
Condition 17 | defined under the POEOQO Act, are emitted from the site. Triggered (TK pers comms).
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Schedule 3, | The Applicant shall ensure that all reasonable and feasible Not Viewed Annual Reviews 2020, 2021 and 2022. There were no air quality
Condition 18 | avoidance and mitigation measures are employed so that Triggered exceedances during the period.
particulate matter emissions generated by the development There were two complaints related to dust during the audit period.
do _not cause ex_ceedances of the criteria in Table 6 at any One dust related complaint occurred on 12 January 2021: Complainant
residence on privately-owned land. stated that dust was bad the previous night and day of complaint. “SCPL
Note: forwarded details of complaint to the Mining Supervisor. E&C Supt inspected
“Reasonable and feasible avoidance measures” includes, Wenham Cox Rd/Bowens Rd immediately after complaint.
but is not limited to, the operational requirements in There was no evidence of visible dust or direct lighting from the public road.
conditions 23 and 24 to develop and implement a real-time SCPL continue to implement management and mitigation measures for
air quality management system that ensures operational noise.”
responses to the risks of exceedance of the criteria. One dust related complaint occurred on 24 March 2022 among other
o R Foagig P complaints. Stratford offered to conduct a property investigation but did not
Partcuiate mater < 10 ym (M) | Amnual 2930 g hear back from the complainant. No further action required.
e | i Viewed EPL5161 Monitoring Data up to 30 November 2023 on the Stratford
[TSe— g P T website on 21 December 2023 at 9:15 am. No exceedances of TEOM data
have occurred within the audit period.
Notes to Table 6:
a Cumulative impact (ie increase in concentrations due to
the development plus background concentrations due to all
other sources).
b Incremental impact (ie increase in concentrations due to
the development alone, with zero allowable exceedances of
the criteria over the life of the development.
¢ Deposited dust is to be assessed as insoluble solids as
defined by Standards Australia, AS/NZS 3580.10.1:2003:
Methods for Sampling and Analysis of Ambient Air -
Determination of Particulate Matter - Deposited Matter —
Gravimetric Method.
d Excludes extraordinary events such as bushfires,
prescribed burning, dust storms, sea fog, fire incidents or
any other activity agreed by the Secretary.
Schedule 3, If the development causes an exceedance of the air quality Not Viewed Annual Reviews 2020, 2021 and 2022.
Condition 19 | criteria in Table 6, the Applicant shall, upon receiving a Triggered | Not triggered as no air quality exceedances occurred within the audit period.
written request for air quality mitigation measures from the
landowner, undertake air quality mitigation measures
directed towards reducing the potential human health and
amenity impacts of the development at a residences.
These measures may include (for example):
(a)air conditioning, including heating;
(b)insulation;
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c)first flush water systems;

d)installation and regular replacement of water filters;
e)cleaning of rainwater tanks;

f) clothes dryers; and

(g)regular cleaning or any residence and its related
amenities, such as barbeque areas and swimming pools.

If within 3 months of receiving this request from the owner,
the Applicant and the owner cannot agree on the measures
to be implemented, or there is a dispute about the
implementation of these measures,

then either party may refer the matter to the Secretary for
resolution.

—_~ o~~~

Schedule 3,
Condition 20

The Applicant shall ensure that all reasonable and feasible
avoidance and mitigation measures are employed so that
particulate matter emissions generated by the development
do not cause exceedances of the criteria in Table 6 at any
occupied residence on mine-owned land unless:

(a) the tenant and landowner (if the residence is owned by
another mining or petroleum company) has been notified of
any health risks associated with such exceedances in
accordance with the

notification requirements under Schedule 4 of this consent;

b) the tenant of any land owned by the Applicant can
terminate their tenancy agreement without penalty at any
time, subject to giving reasonable notice;

(c) air mitigation measures such as those listed in condition
20 are installed at the residence, if requested by the tenant
or landowner (if the residence is owned by another mining or
petroleum company);

(d) air quality monitoring is regularly undertaken to inform
the tenant or landowner (where owned by another mining or
petroleum company) of the actual particulate emissions at
the residence; and

(e) data from this monitoring is presented to the tenant or
landowner in an appropriate format for a medical practitioner
to assist the tenant and/or landowner (where owned by
another mining or petroleum company) in making informed
decisions on health risks associated with occupying the
property, to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

Compliant

Viewed Annual Reviews 2020, 2021 and 2022.
No exceedances occurred within the audit period.

Site inspection revealed little visible dust with water carts in operations.

Viewed OCE reports dated 4 October 2023, 31 October 2023 and 7
December 2023.
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Schedule 3,
Condition 21

If particulate matter emissions generated by the
development exceed the criteria, or contribute to an
exceedance of the cumulative criteria, in Table 7 at any
residence on privately-owned land, or on more than 25% of
any privately owned land where there is an existing dwelling
or where a dwelling could be built under existing planning
controls, then upon receiving a written request for
acquisition from the landowner the Applicant shall acquire
the land in accordance with the procedures in conditions 5-6
of Schedule 4.

Table 7: Air quaiity land acquisition criteria

Averaging

Pollutant Porfod Criterion