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1. Progress at the Mine

Works to date – H1 2026
 Rehandle of rejects from the Co-disposal area to 

Roseville West Void continued.
 Landform shaping of the Stratford Waste 

Emplacement and backfilled Stratford East Pit.
 Civil works packages for mine closure continued 

with the rail loop removal.
Looking ahead – Focus for H2 2026
 Continuing Stratford East NAF rehandle.
 Completion of Northern portion of Stratford 

East Rehabilitation.
 Commencement of Roseville West, Co-

disposal area and CHPP Final shaping and 
rehabilitation. 

 Submission of updated closure Management 
Plans.
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Plate 1: Stratford Waste Emplacement, looking East. July 2026

Plate 2: Co-disposal area, looking South. July 2026
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2. Environmental Reporting & Regulators

4

Management  Area Project Status

Reporting

• Stratford Mining Complex Annual 
Review 2025

• Stratford Mining Complex Annual 
Biodiversity Report 2025

• Stratford Mining Complex Annual 
Rehabilitation Report

• NPI and NGERS reporting 2025-26

• The Stratford Mining Complex 2025 Annual Review was submitted to the Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure and other regulators in March 2026.

• The Stratford Mining Complex 2025 Annual Biodiversity Report has been completed and is 
provided as an appendix in the 2025 Annual Review.

• The Annual Rehabilitation Report has been completed and a summary of key points is 
included in the 2025 Annual Review.

• The NPI and NGER annual reporting requirements for the Duralie Coal Mine are currently 
being prepared and will be lodged with the relevant government agencies.

Regulator

• Resources Regulator • The NSW Resources Regulator completed a site inspection in June 2026 as part of a Surface 
and Groundwater Targeted Assessment Program (TAP). The TAP focuses on surface and 
groundwater management to ensure measures have been identified and implemented to 
facilitate sustainable rehabilitation outcomes. 



3. Environmental Management Plans & Monitoring

a) Air Quality Management
b) Noise Management
c) Water Management
d) Rehabilitation Management
e) Biodiversity Management
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3a. Air Quality Management

Management  Area Project Status

Air Quality Monitoring

• Particulate Matter Monitoring

• Dust Gauge Monitoring

• The real-time air quality TEOM monitors in Stratford and Craven villages continue 
to operate.

• The real-time air quality management system analyses data from the TEOM units 
and records times when the air quality criteria is likely to be exceeded. The 
system will then provide alarms to staff to implement additional dust mitigation 
measures where required.

• No triggers have been received relating to mining operations.

• Depositional dust gauges D8 (July), D9 (July, August, October, January, February, 
March, April, May and June) recorded contamination. 

• Craven D9 dust gauge exceeded the annual limit due to ongoing sample 
contamination. Investigation found that many samples were dominated by 
biological material (insects, vegetation and slime), while nearby residential 
agricultural activities have been linked to elevated depositional dust readings.
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3a. Air Quality Management
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• All sites below relevant compliance 
limits. 

• Results lower during periods of 
increased rainfall.

• HVAS results provide more reliable 
data compared to dust deposition 
results and should be referred to 
when interpreting dust emissions.



6 August 2026

8

3b. Noise Management

8

Management  Area Project Status

Monitoring

• Monthly Noise Survey

• Sound Power Monitoring

• Six monthly attended noise monitoring rounds were undertaken over Q1 and Q2 
2026.

• No noise exceedance events were reported. Reports are available on the Stratford 
Coal website.

• Noise has been noted as audible at noise monitoring locations to the West and 
North of active operation areas. 

• The next monitoring round is scheduled for September 2026.

• Sound Power Level Monitoring of the mobile plant fleet was completed in Q2. 
Results will be reported in the 2026 Annual Review.

Real-Time Noise

• Real-Time Noise System • Real-time noise monitors continue to operate near Stratford Village and Craven 
Village.

• The integrated real-time noise management analyses data from the noise units, 
the weather station and the inversion towers and records times when either the 
noise criteria is likely to be exceeded or when noise enhancing weather 
conditions are present. The system provides alarms to staff to implement 
additional noise mitigation measures where required.
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3c. Water Management
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Management  Area Project Status

Water Management
• Pumping • Minor dewatering of Roseville West Void continued to maintain water level during 

dumping of Co-disposal rejects. 

Surface Water 
Monitoring

• Routine and event 
monitoring

• Below average rainfall received during the first half of 2026.
• Total rainfall at Stratford till June was 447.5 mm – long term average is 577 mm. 
• Routine and rain-event sampling has continued. 
• All results consistent with the SMC Environmental Assessment predictions. 

Plate 7: Avon North Void, looking south. January 2026. Plate 8: Roseville West Water, looking North. June 2026
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3c. Water Management
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3c. Water Management
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Plate 9: Old Main Void and Waste Emplacement, July 2025
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3d. Rehabilitation and Biodiversity Management
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Management  Area Project Status

Rehabilitated Waste 
Emplacements and 

Backfilled Voids 

• Rehabilitation works • Seeding has been completed in the Bowens Road North and Avon North waste 
emplacements, and the former Avon North Haul Road.

• In the second half of the year seeding efforts will focus on completion of the Stratford 
Waste Emplacement, Roseville West Pit, The northern section of the backfilled 
Stratford East Pit, Co-disposal area and former CHPP area. The primary target land use 
in these areas is agricultural grazing with small areas of native vegetation in Stratford 
East. 

• Slashing of the pasture rehabilitation completed in April.

Monitoring

• Vegetation Monitoring - 
Ecosystem Function 
Analysis

• Rehabilitation monitoring incorporating landscape function analysis and vegetation 
dynamics was completed in June 2026. A summary of the results will be included in the 
2026 Annual Rehabilitation Report.

Plate 10: BRN Rehabilitation Progression, January 2025 Plate 11: Completed BRN Rehabilitation, July 2026
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4. Mine Closure – Timeline
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Refined Final Landform

• Stratford did not mine the full extent approved under the Development 
Consent. 

• Early cessation of operations required final landform and land use revisions.

• Refined landform and land use arrangements developed through mine 
closure planning. 

• Land uses include agricultural grazing, native vegetation, water bodies and biodiversity 
areas.

• Landform and land uses integrated with surrounding landscape and land uses.

14
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Key Changes

Early cessation resulted in:

• Roseville West Pit Extension not disturbed or mined.

• Stratford Main Pit not backfilled – required Roseville West Pit 
Extension overburden.

• Roseville West Pit not completely backfilled.

• CHPP rejects not placed in AVN – sufficient capacity in 
Stratford Main Pit and Roseville Pit rejects reclaim not 
needed.

• Stratford East Open Cut not mined to full extent.

• Eastern Emplacement area not filled – Required Stratford 
East Open cut to be mined to full extent.

• Stratford East Open Cut backfilled and PAF containment cell 
rehandled and removed.

• Final Voids located in Avon North Open Cut, Stratford Main 
Pit and Roseville West rather than Avon North Open Cut, 
Roseville West Pit Extension and Stratford East.

• MIA not extended.

15
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Refined Final Landform and Land Uses 
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Refined Landform Predicted Outcomes

 Reduced disturbance - Roseville West Pit Extension and 
southern Stratford East Open Cut not mined.

 Minor changes to disturbance and land use footprints.

 Final land uses include >300ha grazing, >350ha of native 
vegetation and >240ha Biodiversity Enhancement Area. 

 Landform designed to be safe, stable and non-polluting.

 Final voids non-spilling groundwater sinks with smaller 
area than in EIS.

 Upslope diversions and flood bunds protect final voids.

 Western Co-disposal area rejects and Stratford East PAF 
Containment Cell rehandled to voids and removed. 

 Stratford East Dam retained and converted to a flow 
through system. 

 All infrastructure to be decommissioned and removed 
except main administration building, small sheds, minor 
services, Avondale Creek crossing and access tracks. 

17

Refined Final Landform and Land Uses 
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Next Steps

• Environmental Management Plan updates.

• Rehabilitation Management Plan, Final Landform and Rehabilitation Plan and 
Rehabilitation Outcomes Documents to be updated.

• Further design refinement throughout closure implementation.

18
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5. Community Complaints - Summary
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Stratford Complaint Summary
Period: 1/01/2025 - 30/07/2025

Period: 6 Months
Total No. of Complaints: 1
Total No. of Complainants: 1
Date/Time of 
Complaint

Complainant 
Location

Method of 
Complaint Nature of Complaint

16/07/2026 2.5km West of SCPL Direct to TK mobile Noise •Complainant called Environment & Community Superintendent (ECS) mobile phone directly at 
8:12am 16/7/2026
•The Complainant stated that Operational noise, including trucks, loading, dozer noise and 
reverse quakers had been particularly loud for the 3 weeks prior to the complaint.
•ECS detailed the operational activities at the time in question and confirmed operations in 
Codam and RVW.
•ECS committed to further investigating the source of the noise and would register the 
complaint formally.
•ECS notified Production Superintendent (PS) of the complaint. PS discussed the nature of the 
complaint with the workforce and instructed the operators working in the Codam and RVW areas 
to limit truck revving during dumping and limiting 2nd gear of dozers in RVW areas.
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6. Community Programs
Project Status

Stratford Coal Community Support 
Program
(CSP)

• Applications for the 2027 Community Support Program will open on Monday 17th August and close 
on Friday 25th September

• The CCC, previous applicants and the wider community will be notified via email, local newspaper and 
social media.

Stratford Coal Education Support Fund • The Stratford Coal Education Support Fund will open again for the 2027 academic year.

• Applications will be available online via the Stratford Coal website from Monday 23rd  November 
2026 and will close on Friday 29th January 2027.
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7. Stratford Renewable Energy Hub – Update

 In July, the New South Wales Government announced 
it has approved the potential development of the 
Stratford Renewable Energy Hub (SREH), marking an 
important milestone for the project.

 The project is now going through the Federal 
assessment process, with an expected determination 
around September this year.

 Yancoal will now progress with assessing the 
commercial viability of the SREH, and is also 
considering preferred ownership, funding and 
operating models for the project, which would be 
subject to Yancoal Board approval.

 While these options are being explored, our focus 
remains on advancing mine closure activities at both 
Stratford and Duralie in line with Government 
regulations and community expectations.

 We will keep the community and key stakeholders 
updated as soon as further information becomes 
available.

More information can be found on the project website:  
www.stratfordrenewableenergyhub.com.au or 
NSW DPHI’s website www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/stratford-
pumped-hydro-and-solar-0 
 

http://www.stratfordrenewableenergyhub.com.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/stratford-pumped-hydro-and-solar-0
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